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Indigenous Masculinities in Literature 

 
Course Description: 
Drawing on diverse tribal conceptions of gender as well as emerging expressions of Indigenous male 
identity, this course explores masculinity through the prism of culture, region, history, class, and 
sexuality. The particular settings of the readings—war, the city, the rez, and the prison—stage the 
encounter of different notions of masculinity. At times, this encounter resulted in the collusion of 
colonizing and patriarchal practices (as in the case of some anti-racist activist movements that were 
criticized for normalizing male leadership). In other contexts like sport and war, this cultural encounter 
often re-asserted racial hierarchies or what Philip Deloria describes as “the primitivist meanings coded 
on indigenous bodies.” 
 
Centring our study on the writing of Indigenous authors inspires a reading of these histories and 
cultural dynamics from within rather than from without. Indigenous men drew from an array of iterable 
behaviours, even at times reflecting back racist stereotypes, but their performances can be read in 
numerous ways. This course will focus on such re-readings, looking at how Indigenous men viewed 
their war service or their athleticism different from how mainstream audiences saw them at the time. 
We will also consider the ways in which Indigenous artist have re-worked genres (like Gregory 
Scofield’s AIDS elegies or Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas’s manga). These re-inflections have not only 
opened up such forms to different realities and struggles but to different cultural understandings of 
gender as well. Our discussions in this seminar will thus consider 1) how masculinities are produced 
and circulated within cultural (including literary) representations, and 2) how masculinities are 
constructed in relation to institutional power and civic and everyday life. 
 
Required Texts: 
(subject to revision) 

 Leonard Peltier, Prison Writings: My Life is My Sun Dance 
 Joseph Boyden, Three Day Road 
 ---, “Painted Tongue” 
 ---, “Kumamuk” 
 Tomson Highway, Kiss of the Fur Queen 
 ---, Dry Lips Oughta Move to Kapuskasing 
 Ian Ross, fareWel 
 Michael Nicholl Yahgulanaas, Red: A Haida Manga 
 Coursepack of critical and theoretical readings. 



 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

Course Requirements: 
(subject to revision) 

 Participation - 15% 
 Key terms assignment or class presentation - 20% 
 Final paper - 35% 
 Final exam (take-home essay) - 30% 

 


