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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 512A: Middle English Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Robert Rouse 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

An Introduction to the Spatial Turn in/and Medieval Literature: 
Space, Place, Geo-criticism 

 
Course Description: 
This seminar will entail an introduction to the Spatial turn in literary studies, from its origins in the work 
of Michel Foucault, Henri Lefebrve, Gaston Bachelard, Yi-Fu Tuan, Michel de Certeau, and others. In 
particular, we will consider the possibilities that such methodologies offer the student of medieval 
English literature, and question the extent to which the workings of space and place are historically 
contingent. The first section of the course will consist of tracking the development of the ‘spatial’ turn 
through English literary studies, reading and discussing seminal contributions to the theorizing of space 
and place in literary studies, and debating its past, present, and future utility. 
 
The second section of the course will engage with the emergent field of Geo-criticism, as articulated in 
the work of Bertrand Westphal, Robert Tally, and others. Seminar participants will be encouraged to 
experiment with the possibilities offered by this ‘emerging zone of practice’, and to formulate geo-
literary methodologies appropriate to their own critical interests. 
 
Required Texts: 
Theoretical Course Readings will include material from (amongst others) 
Henri Lefebrve, The Production of Space, Gaston Bachelard, The Poetics of Space, Michel de 
Certeau, The Practice of Everyday Life, Yi Fu Tuan, Space and Place, Bertrand Westphal, Geocriticism: 
Real and Fictional Spaces, Robert Tally (ed.), Geocritical Explorations: Space, Place, and Mapping in 
Literary Cultural Studies, Michael Dear, et al. (eds.), Geohumanities: Art, History, Text at the Edge of 
Place. 
 
Seminar Session Topics will include 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and Spatial Eco-Criticism; Virtual Travel: Matthew Paris’s Maps and 
Pilgrimage Narratives; Reading a Church as a Book: Architecture/Architectural reading; Walking the 
City: the medieval flaneur?; The spaces of class and genre: Chaucer’s Merchant’s Tale in conversation 
with Henri Lefebvre; The Spatial dimernsion of medieval poltics: Sir Gareth, King Alisaunder, The 
Canaries, and the New World; Emplaced Reading: Reading London’s late medieval geography in St. 
Erkenwald and The Siege of Jerusalem; Back to the Future? Pre and post modern space; and more. 
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Course Requirements: 
Assessment for the seminar will consist of in class presentations (20%), a response paper (20%) and a 
final research paper (60%). There will be ample opportunity in this final paper for students to apply 
spatial thinking to texts from their own intended specialist areas or literary periods. 


