
 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 530A: Studies in the Romantic Period (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Miranda Burgess 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

Histories of emotion: poetics, philosophy, medicine 

 
Course Description: 
Who feel(s)? Where (in the world, in space, in/ between bodies) is feeling? How should we discuss the 
relationships between feeling and cognition? Between emotion and agency? How are emotions to be 
valued? What is the relationship between reading and feeling? These questions preoccupy current 
studies of affect and affectivity in the humanities and the qualitative social sciences, but they were 
equally prominent in Romantic-period thought, where they were bound up with structurally similar 
circumstances of social, economic, and medial change. This seminar asks participants to consider what 
might be gained in the reading of these two bodies of work together: how the current thinking of affect 
might be informed, complicated, or enlivened by the Romantic history of feeling. The seminar will 
concentrate on the poetic, philosophical, and medical writing of Britain and Europe in the years from 
(loosely) 1770 to 1830—material in which feeling was, variously, depicted,  theorized, explored, 
generated, curated, and pathologized—and on recent affect theory and its psychological, philosophical, 
and literary correlates. We will also read some criticism that will help us to frame the issues of feeling 
and subjectivity that emerge from the poetic work. We’ll be especially interested in exploring the 
shifting relation between emotion and the subject—defined in Enlightenment philosophy as the “I” of 
the cogito; complicated by Romantic writers who granted greater privilege to imaginative intensity—
and the continuing and conflicted legacies of these shifts in current thinking about feeling. 
 
Required Texts: 
to include Smith’s Theory of Moral Sentiments, Rousseau’s Second Discourse, Kant’s Critique of 
Judgment, major poems and critical statements by Wordsworth and Keats, selections from medical 
treatises by Sauvages, Whytt, Cullen, Arnold, Pinel, and others, as well as recent theory by (for 
example) Sedgwick, Massumi, Ahmed, Altieri, Brennan, Deleuze, Latour, Nussbaum, Shaviro, and/ or 
Terada. 
 
Course Requirements: 
a long paper of 17-20 pp (70%), two short responses, to be presented seminar-style (20%), 
participation (10%) 


