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2013 Summer Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 220: Literature in English to the Eighteenth Century (3 
credits) 
 
Instructor: Roberta Birks 
Section: 951 
Term: 2 
 

Shining Armour 

 
General Description: 
English 220, covering English Lit from around 1300 to 1800, provides a foundation for further studies in 
English at the 300 and 400 levels and is a requirement for the English literature major. 

 
The Knight Errant 

John Everett Millais 
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Course Description: 
In the summer section of English 220 we’ll trace the concepts of knighthood and courtly behaviour 
through the poetry and drama of the Medieval, Renaissance, and Restoration periods, encountering 
knights and damsels, witches and shape-changers, and quite a bit of bawdy behaviour. From the 
splendid, true-hearted Sir Gawain (Sir Gawain and the Green Knight) to the merry drunkard Sir Toby 
Belch (Twelfth Night) and malicious Sir Benjamin Backbite (School for Scandal), the British knights of 
literature gradually lose their shining armour to become little more than satiric caricatures. The 
struggles of Medieval knights to remain loyal to and defend the Arthurian code and its courtly ideals, to 
resist the temptations of vice—which most often appears in female form—give way to the humanist 
impulses of the Renaissance, a period that saw the rise of the market economy along with liberal 
humanism and a switch from defining oneself solely in relation to the Christian God, and to the 
Restoration, characterized by political and frequently satiric poetry and drama often featuring 
conniving, immoral women. 
 
Required Texts: 

 The Norton Anthology of English Literature: The Major Authors, Volume I 
 Shakespeare's Twelfth Night (Arden) 
 Sheridan’s School for Scandal (Methuen) 

Course Requirements: 

 In-class essay: 15 
 Reflections: 10 
 Term paper: 25 
 Critical Annotated Bibliography: 15 
 Final Exam: 35 

 


