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2013 Summer Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 229A: Topics in the Study of Language and/or Rhetoric 
(3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Stefan Dollinger 
Section: 921 
Term: 2 
 

English as a Global Language 

 
Course Description: 
In this course we will evaluate the political, social and linguistic status of English as the world’s primary 
language for international communication. Today, more people speak English as a second language 
than as a first language, which has important consequences ranging from an increase of internal 
variation to the diversification of English into various sublanguages. 
 
We will see that the current international dominance of English is quite a recent phenomenon and that 
the ascent of English has political rather than linguistic reasons. Central to the course are questions 
such as the “ownership” of English: who sets its norms (in which contexts)? How are linguistic errors 
discriminated from linguistic innovations? We will address whether English in former colonial contexts 
can be seen as an imperialistic or as a unifying language. 
 
No prior linguistic knowledge is required, as all concepts will be explained in class. Audio samples will 
introduce the students to Englishes that are less frequently heard in this part of the world. A term 
paper on the social situation of English in a particular part of the world is due at the end of the term. 
 
Required Texts: 
(via the UBC Bookstore) 

 Crystal, David. 2012. English as a Global Language. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

 Jenkins, Jennifer. 2009. World Englishes: A Resource Book for Students. Abingdon: 
Routledge. 

Course Requirements: 

 Two online quizzes (2 x 10%): 20% 
 Final exam (cumulative): 35% (to be scheduled between Aug 12 – 16) 
 Term paper (1000 words): 35% 
 Attendance and participation: 10% 

 


