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2013 Summer Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 468A: Children’s Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Gisèle M. Baxter 
Section: 98A (online) 
Term: A 
 
Course Description: 
This course provides an introduction to the scholarly study of literature written for children. 
 
The precursors of and influences on what we now consider children’s literature are numerous and date 
back centuries, ranging from scholastic dialogues, to hymnals and primers, to transcriptions from oral 
traditions of folklore, myth, legend and romance. From John Newbery’s 18th century publishing 
revolution through to the Harry Potter phenomenon and beyond, children’s literature has been the 
focus of both fascination and controversy, and in recent decades it has increasingly earned academic 
attention. In this course, we will study a broad selection of texts produced over the last 150 years. We 
will approach them as cultural and literary productions, exploring their (sometimes) evolving generic 
features and audience assumptions, in terms of age, gender, content, and perceived boundaries. 
Students will be introduced to relevant theoretical material and encouraged to develop independent 
critical responses to the texts. Participation in online discussions as well as group activities is an 
integral component of this course. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Hallett and Karasek, eds. Folk & Fairy Tales. Broadview. 4th ed. 
 Robert Louis Stevenson, Treasure Island 
 Lucy Maud Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables 
 J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit 
 Philip Pullman, The Golden Compass 
 Jillian Tamaki and Mariko Tamaki, Skim 
 Tim Wynne-Jones, The Maestro 
 Lois Lowry, Number the Stars 

There will also be a Custom Course Materials package of academic articles. Readings from Folk & Fairy 
Tales will be announced shortly before term starts in May. 
 
Course Requirements: 

 Critical Response 1: Week 4: 15% 
 Critical Response 2: Week 7: 15% 
 Term Paper Proposal & Tentative Bibliography: Week 10: 5% 
 Term Paper: Week 13: 30% 
 Participation (ongoing): 10% 
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 Final Examination (invigilated): 25% 

Note: 
468A/98A is the online version of a classroom course. Unlike classroom summer courses, it runs 13 
weeks, from May to August. Week 1 is the first week of classes, commencing May 13. As in a 
classroom course, there are weekly readings and the equivalent of attendance is met by online 
contribution to general discussion and a response journal via the Connect online blackboard system 
(http://elearning.ubc.ca). Your interaction will be at least as much with your classmates as with me. 
You will spend roughly the same amount of time weekly on this course as on one three-credit course in 
winter term, and will need daily access to a computer with a current operating system and browser, 
and a reliable high-speed internet connection. The university sets the August exam date, and if it 
conflicts with holidays, I cannot schedule an exam ahead of that date. 

 


