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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing About Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Gisèle M. Baxter 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 

"Art, like Nature, has her monsters" 
--Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray 

This course will focus on a short story, a novel, and a film, all concerned with secret lives and locked 
rooms. We will, in studying the texts themselves, discuss what might be called the Gothic influence in 
various areas of literary and popular culture. 
 
As well, through readings in criticism and theory, we will examine literary and cultural studies, and their 
relationship to other academic disciplines (such as history, psychology, and sociology), through 
consideration of genre, production, and reception, as well as the difficulty, if not impossibility, of 
reaching a "fixed" or consensus reading of any text. 
 
You will need a Campus Wide Login username and password to access the Connect site 
(http://elearning.ubc.ca) for this course, which you will visit every week; some required readings will 
be linked there 
 
Notes: 
(1) This course meets the three-credit UBC Faculty of Arts writing requirement. 
(2) This course is also recommended for students planning a major, minor, or honours degree in 
English studies. 
 
Prerequisites: 
LPI level 5 or approved LPI exemption required to remain registered in this class. For further details on 
the LPI requirement, please visit http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/2.htm 
 
NOTE: ENGL 100 meets the 3.0 credit Faculty of Arts Writing requirement. Students planning to seek a 
major, honours, or minor degree in English are encouraged to take this course. RESTRICTED TO 
STUDENTS IN ARTS, FINE ARTS, AND MUSIC. 
 
Required Texts (Tentative): 
Core Texts 

 Charles Perrault, "Bluebeard" 
 Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/2.htm
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 Underworld (2003 film), dir. Len Wiseman 

Supplementary Texts 

 Short Fiction: Edgar Allan Poe, "The Tell-Tale Heart"; Charlotte Perkins Gilman, "The Yellow 
Wall-Paper"; Angela Carter, "The Bloody Chamber" and "The Lady of the House of Love" 

 Short Films: Madame Perrault's Bluebeard; Little Lamb (we will also look at parts of 
Catherine Breillat's film Barbe Bleue, and Bela Bartok's opera Duke Bluebeard's Castle) 

 Janet Gardner, Reading and Writing About Literature, 3rd. ed. 
 The Canadian Writer's Handbook: Essentials Edition 
 Custom Course Materials (critical articles; short fiction under copyright) 

Course Requirements: 

 participation (based on regular contribution to in-class and online discussion, as well as 
attendance and submission on time of all assigned work: 10%) 

 midterm in-class essay (15%) 
 response journal portfolio (20%) 
 term paper (25%); an informal proposal will be required 
 final examination (30%) 

Updates will be posted on my blog, linked here: http://faculty.arts.ubc.ca/gmbaxter, or follow 
me on Twitter (@drgmbaxter) for notices of updates. 
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