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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing About Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Professor Robert Rouse 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 

Reading between the Wars: Literature and British Identity 1914-36 

 
Course Description: 
English 100 offers a writing-intensive introduction to the discipline of literary studies through the 
exploration of texts in their critical and theoretical contexts. The course meets the three-credit UBC 
Faculty of Arts writing requirement and is also recommended for students planning a major, minor, or 
honours degree in English studies. However, it will likewise prove useful to anyone pursuing other 
disciplines in the social sciences and humanities that require critical reading, the use of scholarly 
resources, and high standards of good writing. 
Required readings will extend beyond the texts listed below and will include some poetry as well as 
critical essays pertaining to the core works. Students will need a Campus Wide Login username and 
password to access the UBC Library’s indexes and databases. 
 
This section of ENGL 100 will take as its subject matter British literature between the Wars (1914-36). 
This was the time of the ‘Lost Generation’ in American Literature, and the effects on Britain and its 
literature were equally profound. We will begin with the legacy of the First World War, tracing through 
poetry the hopes, disillusionment, and horror of those years, before moving on to consider the 
lingering cultural malaise. Add to this the great depression of the late 20s and early 30s, and we have a 
time of deep reflection, social crisis, and existential angst. We will be reading three novels, by Waugh, 
Orwell, and Huxley that embody the spirit of the age. 
 
Prerequisites: 
LPI level 5 or approved LPI exemption required to remain registered in this class. For further details on 
the LPI requirement, please visit http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/2.htm 
 
NOTE: ENGL 100 meets the 3.0 credit Faculty of Arts Writing requirement. Students planning to seek a 
major, honours, or minor degree in English are encouraged to take this course. RESTRICTED TO 
STUDENTS IN ARTS, FINE ARTS, AND MUSIC. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Anthology of First World War Poetry (TBA, see bookstore) 
 Evelyn Waugh, Vile Bodies (Penguin) 
 George Orwell, Keep the Aspidistra Flying (Penguin) 
 Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (Penguin) 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/2.htm
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Course Requirements: 

 Essay #1 (in-class): 10% 
 Essay #2 (take-home): 20% 
 Essay #3 (in-class): 20% 
 Essay #4 (take-home): 20% 
 Final examination: 30% 

Various weekly exercises and other ungraded forms of participation will also be required, as is regular 
attendance and active citizenship in the class. 


