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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing About Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. C. Nelson-McDermott 
Section: 005 
Term: 1 
 

Ghost of History 

 
Course Description: 
Please NOTE: this description is subject to change. 
 
English 100 gives you the space to begin developing as a scholar in the field of language and literature. 
The formal calendar description for the course says, “Students will study, in small classes, a core set of 
literary works as well as exemplary essays of literary scholarship, critical debates, literary theory, and 
methods of interpretation.  Four written assignments and a final examination are required.” 
 
This particular version of English 100 is a “mixed media” class, and you will be required to attend at 
least one evening opera (Macbeth, but we might also like to attend the VOA or UBC opera). We will 
view at least one film (Throne of Blood) in class. Our theoretical studies will include the following 
approaches: feminist and gender studies, psychoanalytical studies, post-colonial theories, new 
historicist/cultural materialist ideas, cross-genre and cross-cultural exploration. We may look at film or 
performance theory. 
 
Basically, you should be enticed by the possibility of looking at texts through many lenses. You do not 
need to know any literary theory, nor do you need to have taken any music theory, in order to 
participate in this class. But you will probably need a little bravery to take this course: the texts are full 
of disaster, hatred, gore, denial of redemption, desire, human frailty, love, and glorious, uneasy 
language. Shakespeare dominates the course, and I can pretty much guarantee he won’t be the 
Shakespeare you studied in high school (and he emphatically will not be the Earl of Oxford). We 
engage with these texts in order to examine why writing and literature works the way it does. This is a 
glorious, but not always easy, process. 
 
You will need to purchase three books (Macbeth, Enter Three Witches, and the theory text) and at 
least one opera ticket (we will deal with the logistics of the tickets once class has begun). I may 
remove one or more texts from this list or add one or more. 
 
Prerequisites: 
LPI level 5 or approved LPI exemption required to remain registered in this class. For further details on 
the LPI requirement, please visit http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/2.htm 
 
 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/2.htm
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NOTE: ENGL 100 meets the 3.0 credit Faculty of Arts Writing requirement. Students planning to seek a 
major, honours, or minor degree in English are encouraged to take this course. RESTRICTED TO 
STUDENTS IN ARTS, FINE ARTS, AND MUSIC. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Macbeth â€“ Shakespeare -- Oxford University Press, 2008 (or an online source). 
 Macbeth â€“ Verdi â€“ libretto -- http://www.opera-

guide.ch/libretto.php?id=387&uilang=de&lang=enÂ  
 Enter Three Witches â€“ Caroline Cooney 
 Throne of Blood â€“ Akira Kurosawa (film) 
 Lady Macbeth â€“ online dance sequence 
 A theory text, yet to be chosen. 

Course Requirements: 

 Class Participation - 15% 
 Reading Analysis Portfolio -   35% 
 Revision of Best Portfolio Entry -   20% 
 Final (3 hours) -   30% 

Reading Analysis Portfolio: Every second Tuesday (starting on September 24th) you will hand in a 
500-word piece responding analytically to one element of a previous class discussion. I will, in turn, 
respond to your writing exercises, commenting on the content and approach. Interim grades will be 
provided for each exercise, but your overall grade on this assignment will also include assessment of 
improvement. These responses will be graded on insight, level of analysis, and engagement with the 
class discussion and text in question. The revision of your best entry will be in the form of a 5-8 page 
essay and is due on December 3rd. It will be graded on both its content and its formal elements 
(including sophistication in writing, and grammar). 

Participation Marks Outline: 

A = frequent insightful contributions in class;  
B = frequent contributions;  
C = occasional thoughtful contributions; only contributed in group work 
D = attended and looked to be paying attention; possibly sent the occasional email  
F = occupied a chair and/or did not attend 
(If you are the sort that cannot bear to speak in class, you may get around this problem by sending me 
emails two days before each class with your thoughts, questions, soliloquies, rants, raves, and lyrics. 
Note, however, that this is probably the smallest class you will have until at least 4th year. Use it to 
your advantage and work hard to participate enthusiastically.) 
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