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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing About Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Gisèle M. Baxter 
Section: 006 
Term: 2 
 
Course Description: 
"The night was dark, with occasional gleams of moonlight between the rents of heavy clouds that 
scudded across the sky" â€“ Bram Stoker,Â Dracula 
 
This course will focus on two Victorian novels and a contemporary film, all concerned with mysterious 
secrets and horrifying peril, but of course all the more tempting for that. We will, in studying the texts 
themselves, discuss what might be called the Gothic influence in various areas of literary and popular 
culture. We'll pay particular attention to uses of the Gothic to examine gender constructions and their 
social contexts. You will discover the long heritage of recurring elements familiar from novels and films 
and television series you enjoy now, in the early 21st century. As well, through readings in criticism 
and theory, we will examine literary and cultural studies, and their relationship to other academic 
disciplines (such as history, psychology, and sociology), through consideration of genre, production, 
and reception. We will also consider the difficulty, if not impossibility, of reaching a "fixed" or 
consensus reading of any text. 
 
Note: This course meets the three-credit UBC Faculty of Arts writing requirement. This course is also 
recommended for students planning a major, minor, or honours degree in English studies. 
 
Prerequisites: 
LPI level 5 or approved LPI exemption required to remain registered in this class. For further details on 
the LPI requirement, please visit http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/2.htm 
 
Required Texts: 
(all are required) 
 
Note: Options for viewing Underworld in the director's cut version will be provided at the start of term. 

 Short Fiction: Edgar Allan Poe,"The Cask of Amontillado"; Charles Perrault, "Bluebeard"; 
Angela Carter, "The Bloody Chamber" and "The Lady of the House of Love" 

 Wilkie Collins,Â The Woman in White 
 Bram Stoker,Â Dracula 
 UnderworldÂ (2003 film), dir. Len Wiseman (director's cut version) 
 Janet Gardner,Â Reading and Writing About Literature, 3rd ed. 
 The Canadian Writer's Handbook: Essentials Edition 
 Custom Course Materials (critical articles; short fiction under copyright) 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/2.htm
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Course Requirements: 

 participation (based on regular contribution to in-class and online discussion, as well as 
attendance and submission on time of all assigned work: 10%) 

 midterm in-class essay (15%) 
 response journal portfolio (20%) 
 term paper (25%); an informal proposal will be required 
 final examination (30%): In order to receive a passing final grade of 50% or greater, you 

must write and pass the final examination. 

 

 


