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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing About Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Kim Trainor 
Section: 008 
Term: 2 
 

The Body in War: From the Illiad to Operation Desert Storm 

 
Course Description: 
Make you a sword of me? â€”Coriolanus I.viii.77 
 
"'Black. White. Mexican. Vietnamese. Navajo. The Marine Corps does not care! Your drill instructors do 
not care! You are now green! You are light green or dark green. You are not black or white or brown or 
yellow or red. Do you understand me, recruits?' 'Sir, yes, sir!'"â€”Anthony Swofford,Jarhead 28-9 
 
English 100 offers a writing-intensive introduction to the discipline of literary studies through the 
exploration of texts in their critical and theoretical contexts. This section of English 100 will study 
representations of the body in war by reading: an autobiographical account of a twenty-year-old U.S. 
Marine's experiences in the 1990-91 Gulf War (Anthony Swofford's Jarhead); a novel set in Vancouver 
during this same Gulf War, in which a woman reconstructs her mother's experiences as a young, 
pregnant newlywed in Australia during World War Two (Daphne Marlatt's Taken); a play on the political 
dimensions and the aftermath of war (Shakespeare'sCoriolanus—we'll also screen Ralph Fienne's 2011 
film version); and selections from the western touchstone for all such writings, Homer's Iliad. While we 
will consider ideas about gender, race, hypermasculinity and homosociality, sexuality, private/public 
spheres, and the role of witness and memory in these texts, our main focus will be the human body 
itself—how the body is remade, wounded, displayed, and taken, in war. 
 
As we explore these texts, we will develop crucial skills for reading and writing about literature: we'll 
learn about theoretical schools and read critical writings on our chosen texts, acquire a technical 
vocabulary for the close analysis of these texts, and learn how to plan and write a literary research 
paper. 
 
Prerequisites: 
LPI level 5 or approved LPI exemption required to remain registered in this class. For further details on 
the LPI requirement, please visit http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/2.htm 
 
NOTE: ENGL 100 meets the 3.0 credit Faculty of Arts Writing requirement. Students planning to seek a 
major, honours, or minor degree in English are encouraged to take this course. RESTRICTED TO 
STUDENTS IN ARTS, FINE ARTS, AND MUSIC. 
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Required Texts: 

 Anthony Swofford, Jarhead. 
 Daphne Marlatt, Taken. 
 Shakespeare, Coriolanus (Oxford Shakespeare) 
 Homer, The Iliad (Transl. Richmond Lattimore) 
 Janet E. Gardner, Reading and Writing About Literature, 3rd Ed. 
 We will access all contextual and theoretical readings through the UBC library's free online 

databases. 

Notes: 
(1) This course meets the three-credit UBC Faculty of Arts writing requirement. 
(2) This course is also recommended for students planning a major, minor, or honours degree in 
English studies. 

 


