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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 110: Approaches to Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Mary Chapman 
Section: 017 
Term: 2 
 
Course Description: 
This course is intended to introduce first-year students to the aims and techniques of university-level 
literary studies by exposing them to literature written in a range of genres—poetry, drama, narrative—
in a range of social and historical contexts. 
 
This particular section of ENGL 110 is organized around the theme of “Texts as/and Technologies”. 
Inspired by literary scholar Richard Menke’s idea of literature as an “information system”, this course 
will examine cross-pollination between imaginative writing and media innovation, in particular the 
interplay between “Literature” and other forms of social media. It will investigate the ways in which 
both the form and content of literary works from the 1850s onward have been inspired and impacted 
by the potential of emerging technologies of transmission and transcription (from the telegraph, 
telephone, typewriter, and handwritten letter, to email, Facebook, and Twitter). 
 
Students will be expected to write two in-class essays and one research essay that asserts an 
argument within the context of a summary of a broader conversation about the work or works in 
question. Some lectures and discussion-group meetings will be devoted to developing strategies for 
essay writing. 
 
Prerequisites: 
LPI level 5 or approved LPI exemption required to remain registered in this class. For further details on 
the LPI requirement, please visit http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/2.htm 
 
Required Texts: 

 Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1897) 
 Selection from Henry James’ In The Cage (1898) 
 Nella Larsen’s Passing (1929) 
 Elizabeth Jordan’s The Sturdy Oak (1917) 
 David Mitchell’s Cloud Atlas (2004) 
 R. W. Gray’s Crisp (2009) 

Plus the following materials available online or in a course-pack 

 Poetry by Emily Dickinson, Edna St. Vincent Millay, William Stafford, Norman Dubie, e. e. 
cummings, Eavan Boland, Sylvia Plath, and William Carlos Williams 

 â€œSwitchboard Suffrageâ€• by Oreola Haskell (1920) 
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 â€œThe Typewriterâ€• (1891) by Edith Eaton 
 Votes for Women (1907) by Elizabeth Robins 

 


