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Imagining Nature 

 
Course Description: 
Through the study of drama, fiction, film, and poetry, and of the very best scholarly criticism on our 
course materials, students will outline some of the relationships between criticism and literature. 
Intended for students who have a strong interest in literature and who have an ability to write well in 
an enriched and challenging curriculum, this course will introduce students to the fundamentals of 
university-level literary study and will furnish them with the skills to think and to write critically about 
literature. In lectures and in discussion groups, students will explore basic literary concepts (genre and 
form, for instance), as well as methods of literary analysis, to enable them to excel in more specialized 
English courses at the second-year level and beyond. 
 
The theme for this course, “Imagining Nature,” aims to provide a focus for students who may find the 
reading materials unfamiliar or challenging. Our readings and discussions will engage how literature 
imagines “nature,” and how criticism can help us to grasp more fully the consequences (both negative 
and positive) of these imaginings. Here are two questions that will centrally concern our endeavours: 
how does literature shape our relationship to “nature,” and can criticism and literature on “nature” help 
us to think and act differently in an era of climate change? Our syllabus will be divided into five mini-
themes, all of which represent a powerful way that literature has imagined “nature”: “apocalypse,” 
“pastoral,” “picturesque,” “sublime,” and “wilderness.” 
 
Required Texts (Provisional): 

Drama: Stoppard 
Short fiction: Ballard, Doyle, Hawthorne, Radcliffe, Thoreau, and maybe Conrad 
Poetry: Coleridge, Jonson, Keats, Marlowe, Marvell, Virgil, Whitman, Wordsworth 
Film: The Day After Tomorrow  
Criticism: excerpts to be determined 

Course Requirements: 

 Essay 1 (in-class): 15 
 Essay 2 (in-class): 15 
 Essay 3 (home): 35 
 Class work (including participation in discussion group and attendance): 10 
 Final Examination: 25 


