
 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 220: Literature in English to the Eighteenth Century (3 
credits) 
 
Instructor: Patricia Badir 
Section: 010 
Term: 2 
 
Course Description: 
This course is designed to provide an introduction to the literature of the medieval and early modern 
periods.  We will look at Anglo Saxon poetry, medieval lyrics, mystical writing from the late middle ages 
and we will read selections from Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales and from the cycle plays.   We will 
consider the development of the English sonnet sequence (examples from Surrey, Sidney, Spenser, 
Shakespeare, Donne and Wroth) alongside other forms of poetic expression including Queen 
Elizabeth’s love poetry, Christopher Marlowe’s erotic poem, Hero and Leander, Andrew Marvell’s 
“green” poems, John Donne’s elegies, George Herbert shaped poetry and selections from John Milton’s 
epic Paradise Lost.  We will take a tour of the Elizabethan stage by way of Shakespeare’s Twelfth 
Night and we will round off the term with Aphra Behn’s Restoration Comedy, The Rover.  All of these 
texts will be historically situated in the religious, political and socio-economic contexts that produced 
them but in order to lend some thematic coherence to a survey that spans ten centuries of literary 
expression, we will focus our attention on two lines of inquiry.  The first is the expression of love and 
the perplexing relationship between the sacred and the secular in that expression.  The second 
considers the formal ways in which poetic expression can make available to readers  the intimate and 
personal experience of the senses and in so doing help those readers feel proximate to writing that 
comes from a place that is both physically and historically remote. 
 
Required Texts: 
TBA 

Course Requirements: 

 Take home assignments (2): 30% 
 Paper: 35% 
 Final Exam: 35% 

 


