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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 221: Literature in Britain: the 18th Century to the 
Present (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Greg Morgan 
Section: 003 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
This survey course sketches out an impressionistic picture of two centuries (1770 – 1970) of English 
Literature with specific emphasis on romance, romanticism, and the romantic novel, as well as on the 
ways in which various texts interrogate these ideas and forms. 
 
The course comprises:  three novels (Sense and Sensibility, Jane Austen, 1811;  Jane Eyre, Charlotte 
Bronte, 1847; and Wide Sargasso Sea, Jean Rhys, 1966);  two plays (She Stoops to Conquer, Oliver 
Goldsmith, 1773, and The Importance of Being Ernest, Oscar Wilde, 1895); and a short collection of 
William Blake’s poetry (Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience, 1797). 
 
While this is not designed as a writing-intensive course, students are required to prepare some 
research, in writing, prior to discussion days, and should expect to learn how to do a close 
reading.  Please note that there are three discussion days, to which you should come armed with ideas 
and facts, as well as with feelings! 
 
Required Texts: 
The class will read the following texts in the following order, instead of in chronological order.  All these 
texts are available at the UBC Bookstore.  There may also be a course custom package. 

 Austen.  Sense and Sensibility. (Novel.) 
 Goldsmith.  She Stoops to Conquer.  (Drama.) 
 Blake.  Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience.  (Poetry.) 
 Bronte.  Jane Eyre.  (Novel.) 
 Rhys.  Wide Sargasso Sea.  (Novel.) 
 Wilde.  The Importance of Being Ernest.  (Drama.) 

Course Requirements: 

 Discussion paper: 25% 
 Term paper: 35% 
 Final exam: 35% 
 Participation:  5% 

 


