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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 226: Introduction to Drama (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. S. Bose 
Section: 003 
Term: 2 
 

Laughter, Anarchy, Liberation 

 
Course Description: 
In this introductory course the emphasis will be on examining various genres of comedy. We will be 
engaging with dramatic texts that range from the classical period to the twentieth century. Historical 
and basic theoretical frameworks will be set up in order to understand the development of theatre over 
the last 2000 years. 
 
Serious arguments about the human condition are not just found in tragic plays such 
as Macbeth or Oedipus Rex; comedies offer many of the same arguments, expressed in a different 
mode. The comedies in this course offer creative responses to oppressive regimes and social mores. 
“Bad behaviour” - drunkenness, bawdiness and bad language – is a staple of many of the plays we will 
be examining in this course. A number of the plays we will read and see in the theatre are set during 
times of war and social upheaval. Lysistrata and Ubu Roi both find determinedly fleshly responses to 
war, while Tom Stoppard’s historical characters remain deliberately intellectual in their responses to 
WWI. As Shakespeare, Wilde, Sheridan, and Chekov’s characters face times of social change, their 
words must become their weapons, and their identities must be concealed to match the expectations of 
their societies. Through what theorists such as Mikhail Bakhtin and Henri Bergson saw as the liberating 
power of laughter, these comedies are able to confront and reveal our fears, our weaknesses and our 
anxieties. 
 
This term, we will be attending two plays at the Frederic Wood Theatre. We will not be reading the 
texts of The Seagull or Ubu Roi in class, though it is highly recommended that you do so on your own 
before we attend these plays. There will be class discussion and possible sessions with the 
actors/directors of these productions. There will be some scene workshops and a theatre tour as well. 
You will be writing one midterm essay and a term paper, and will be doing two group projects. Regular 
contributions to class discussions and exercises will be required from each student. 
 
This is a 3-credit course, which meets requirements for the English major and minor. It may be of 
interest also to students completing their BA requirements in Theatre or History. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Aristophanes. The Birds and Other Plays. Trans. Halliwell. Oxford. 
 William Shakespeare. Twelfth Night. Bedford/St.Martin’s. 
 Richard Brinsley Sheridan. The School for Scandal and Other Plays. Oxford. 
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 Oscar Wilde. The Importance of Being Earnest.  Norton. 
 Tom Stoppard. Travesties. Faber. 

Required Play Attendance: 

 Anton Chekov. The Seagull. Frederic Wood Theatre. (approximately at the end of January) 
 Alfred Jarry. Ubu Roi. Frederic Wood Theatre. (approximately at the end of March) 

Recommended Texts: 

 The Concise Oxford English Dictionary. 
 Anton Chekov. The Seagull. 
 Alfred Jarry. Ubu Roi. 

Course Requirements: 

 Class participation  - 5% 
 Group Presentation A (Scene performance and discussion) - 10% 
 Group Presentation B (Annotated Bibliography and Mini-Seminar) - 10% 
 Midterm Essay Examination - 20% 
 Term Paper - 25% 
 Final Examination - 30% 

 


