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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 331: The Structure of Modern English – Sentences and 
Their Uses (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Professor Barbara Dancygier 
Section: 002 
Term: 2 
 
Course Description: 
N.B. This course is not open to students who have taken ENGL 329. 
 
In this course, we look at the descriptive analysis of English sentences and the use of linguistic forms in 
actual discourse. The course focuses on a detailed analysis of English sentential forms and functions, in 
simple and complex sentences. In the final weeks, we study the principles which allow English speakers 
to adjust the form of expression to the context or to choose an appropriate level of politeness. The 
emphasis throughout the course is on the description of English as it is now used rather than on any 
linguistic theory in particular. 
 
No linguistics background is required, but some familiarity with English grammar is helpful. Students 
will be expected to acquire a broad area of technical vocabulary and develop enough knowledge and 
skill to be able to work on new examples and problems, in class and in test situations. Attendance is 
important, as all the new concepts will be richly exemplified in the classroom context. 
 
Prerequisites: 
6 credits of first-year ENGL, ARTS, ASTU, or FDNS and third-year standing or beyond.  
No previous linguistics or language course is required. ENGL 330 is not a prerequisite for ENGL 331 but 
is recommended. 
 
Required Texts: 

 L. Brinton and D. Brinton. (2010) The Linguistic Structure of Modern English.  Amsterdam / 
Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing Co. Chapters 7-11. 

Course Requirements: 

 Test 1 - 35% 
 Test 2 - 30% 
 In-class-project - 10% 
 Final exam - 25% 

 


