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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 344B: Medieval Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Professor Robert Rouse 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 

Medieval Romance 

 
Course Description: 
Medieval romance (OF: romanz) was one of the most popular of medieval genres. First appearing in 
the twelfth century as the predominant mode of literary entertainment of the aristocratic courts of 
Western Europe, romance narratives dominated European literature for much of the Middle Ages. Early 
romances took as their theme the lives, battles, and loves of chivalric knights and ladies, but the 
romance genre was – over time – appropriated for purposes as diverse as religious instruction, national 
and global identity politics, and eventually parody and humour. 
 
This course will examine the romances of medieval England during the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries, in what has been termed the great flowering of late medieval romance. During this period 
the genre became highly popular not only with the nobility, but also with the rising mercantile and 
gentry classes of England, and this changing audience – and the changing expectations that they 
brought with them – led to a literature diverse in both form and content. We shall be reading of knights 
and ladies, giants and dragons, incestuous fathers and wicked usurpers, fearsome Saracens, malicious 
Faeries, children of the devil, lepers who bathe in baths of blood, and – of course – sex and sword-
play. All in all, a bit like A Game of Thrones but with more difficult grammar. 
 
Required Texts: 
(UBC Bookstore) 

 Amis and Amiloun, Robert of Cisyle, and Sir Amadace (1997; Second Edition, 2007) 
 Four Romances of England: King Horn, Havelok the Dane, Bevis of Hampton, 

Athelston (1997) 
 The Middle English Breton Lays (1995) 
 Siege of Jerusalem (2004) 
 Three Middle English Charlemagne Romances (1990) 

Course Requirements: 
The course will be assessed through a series of assignments, including 

 a translation and commentary exercise 
 an article critique 
 a research essay 
 a final exam 
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More details will be available as we begin the course. 


