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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 347K: Renaissance Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. M. Vessey 
Section: 003 
Term: 2 
 

London in the 1590s: A Theatre of the Early Modern World 

 
Course Description: 
The long decade between the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 and the death of Queen Elizabeth 
in 1603 was an eventful one for Londoners, for strangers living in London, and for visitors to the city. 
More generally, what happened in London during those years was in various degrees reflective of and 
decisive for changes in the physical and mental world of early modern Europe: in politics, religion, art, 
literature, music, philosophy, science, technology, culture in all its dimensions—including the 
dimensioning of nature. This course will take selected English literary texts (poetry, drama, fictional 
and non-fictional prose) by William Shakespeare and his contemporaries as points of departure and 
return for explorations of the larger textual, visual, artefactual and acoustic archive of the period—as 
accessible online, as instantiated in objects in local collections, and as rendered in contemporary live 
performances. This is a brand-new course, which will be under construction through the fall of 2013. 
For more details of course design and content, check back here later in the year. 
 
Prerequisites: 
Curiosity to discover a world remote from our own and yet deeply implicated in it, and ability to do self-
directed work within an orbit shared by the class. 
 
Required Texts: 
(available from UBC Bookstore) 

 Jonson, Ben. Every Man in His Humour. Ed. Robert N. Watson. New Mermaids, 2nd edn. 
London: Bloomsbury Publishing Inc., 1998. 

 Shakespeare, William. Hamlet: The Texts of 1603 and 1623. Ed. Ann Thompson and Neil 
Taylor. Arden Shakespeare, 3rd edn. London: Bloomsbury Publishing Inc., 2007. 

 Sidney, (Sir) Philip. Apology for Poetry and Astrophil and Stella: Texts and Contexts. Ed. 
Peter C. Herman. College Publishing: 2001. 

 Brigden, Susan. New Worlds, Lost Worlds: The Rule of the Tudors 1485-1603. London: 
Penguin, 2000. 

 Mortimer, Ian. The Time Traveller’s Guide to Elizabethan England. London: Vintage Books, 
2013. 

 Picard, Liza. Elizabeth’s London: Everyday Life in Elizabethan London. London: Phoenix 
(Orion), 2004. 

 Shapiro, James. A Year in the Life of William Shakespeare: 1599. New York: Harper Collins, 
2005. 
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 Salzman, Paul (ed.). An Anthology of Elizabethan Prose Fiction. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1987. 

Course Requirements: 

 in-class mid-term exam (20%) 
 in-class oral presentation (10%) and related term project (40%) 
 final exam (30%) 
 extra marks for in-class participation may be awarded on a discretionary basis 

 


