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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 357M: Restoration and Eighteenth-Century Studies (3 
credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Tiffany Potter 
Section: 003 
Term: 2 
 

Trans-Atlantic Identities:  
Gender and Indigeneity in 18th-Century England and America 

 
Course Description: 
This course will examine a combination of literary and historical texts to develop first a sense of how 
eighteenth-century England imagined its own prescriptive models of both masculinity and femininity as 
natural, rather than performative indicators of identity and status.  This section of the course will 
include selections from Alexander Pope, Jonathan Swift, Eliza Haywood, Lady Mary Wortley Montagu 
and others.  The last third of the course will focus upon how these constructions of gender were 
imported to the North American colonial context, now assumed not just natural, but universal as 
well.  We will read some short early contact narratives, Mary Rowlandson’s story of her capture by the 
Algonquin, and Robert Rogers’ play Ponteach.  This course combines both canonical and less-known 
literary texts with cultural documents to allow us to engage a wide scope of perspectives on issues of 
gender and race in the eighteenth century. 
 
Required Texts: 
Readings will include most of the following, pending finalization and availability: 

 Mary Davys, The Reform’d Coquet and The Accomplish’d Rake or Modern Fine Gentleman. 
Ed.  
Martha Bowden (U of Kentucky Press) 

 Eliza Haywood, Love in Excess (Broadview) 
 Samuel Richardson, Pamela 
 Henry Fielding, Shamela (course pack) 
 Mary Rowlandson,  The Captivity and Restoration of Mary Rowlandson (aka The Sovereignty 

and Goodness of God) 
Robert Rogers, Ponteach: A Tragedy 

 Plus additional shorter material in a course package: 
 poetry from Behn, Rochester, Pope, Swift, and Montagu 
 excerpts from Samuel Johnson, Chesterfield’s Letters to his Son, 

Essex’s Young Ladies’ Conduct 
 excerpts from other colonial contact narratives 

 


