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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 406K: Studies in Prose Fiction (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. S. Saunders 
Section: 003 
Term: 1 
 

Queer Childhoods 

 
Course Description: 

The cyclone had carried her to this queer Land of Oz. 
L. Frank Baum, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 

What does it mean to speak about queer childhoods? How do we know if children are queer? Kathryn 
Bond Stockton begins her 2009 study, The Queer Child, Or Growing Sideways in the Twentieth 
Century, with the tantalizing suggestion that children just are queer: “If you scratch a child, you will 
find a queer, in the sense of someone ‘gay’ or just plain strange.” 
 
This course will carry us to the queer Land of Childhood, as it is represented in works of fiction chiefly 
intended for adult readers. We’ll examine children who disrupt dominant cultural narratives of 
childhood through their gender identifications and sexual roles, their somatic configurations and their 
desire. What cultural work is performed by these representations? To what extent is that work 
assimilationist, directing children into existing heteronormative, somato-normative and cisgendered 
regimes of power? When is it resistant, subtly (or not so subtly) queering the existing social order? 
(And could it be the case that, at times, neither of these suggestions are tenable? Could such texts be 
working themselves out according to a queer childhood logic of their own?). 
 
Required Texts: 
Texts to be finalized, but will 7 or 8 to be chosen from the following: 
 
Books: 

 Henry James, The Turn of the Screw (1898) 
 EITHER Frank Baum, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (1900), and Victor Fleming (dir.), The 

Wizard of Oz (1939); OR J.M. Barrie, Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens (1906),and Peter and 
Wendy (1911) 

 Carson McCullers, The Member of the Wedding (1946) 
 Jeanette Winterson, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit (1985) 
 Geoff Ryman, Was (1992) 
 Rose Tremain, Sacred Country (1992) 
 Michael Downing, Breakfast With Scot (1999) 
 Jeffrey Eugenides, Middlesex (2002) 
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 Ivan E. Coyote, One in Every Crowd (2012) 

Theory/Criticism 

Articles to be downloaded from the UBC library, as specified on the course syllabus. 

 


