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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 462F: Twentieth-Century British and Irish Studies (3 
credits) 
 
Instructor: Kevin McNeilly 
Section: 005 
Term: 2 
 

Transitives: Poetry, Lately 
 
Course Description: 
In this course, we will investigate recent developments in contemporary British (English, Scottish, 
Welsh) and Irish Poetry. We will examine in some depth the work of major and emergent voices in 
contemporary poetry, and will be addressing a series of critical questions that put the nature of poetic 
work at issue: How can poetry continue to be relevant and current? Who reads it, and for what? How 
do poets confront the apparent exhaustion of their art? How do certain poetic practices put the idea of 
newness itself at issue? How do these various poetries address the dissolution of self, community, 
nation and even language – of the different kinds of grand narratives that have informed and sustained 
the possibility of poetic meaning, and of its value in human culture? Marginalized, otherwise, coming 
late, how does such poetry still claim to move forward? We will concentrate in particular on the ways in 
which place and displacement have shaped and framed poetic work. We will also read a number of 
poet’s autobiographical essays, to assess the correlations and slippages between, as W. B. Yeats 
tendentiously puts it, “perfection of the life, or of the work.” 
 
Required Texts: 

 Simon Armitage, Walking Home: A Poet’s Journey (Liveright, 2013) 
 Eavan Boland, Collected Poems (Carcanet, 1995) 
 Paul Farley and Michael Symmons Roberts, Edgelands: Journeys into England’s True 

-----Wilderness (Jonathan Cape, 2011) 
 Lavinia Greenlaw, The Importance of Music to Girls (Faber, 2008) 
 Tony Harrison, Selected Poems: New Edition (Penguin, 2013) 
 Seamus Heaney, New Selected Poems (Faber, 1987) 
 Ted Hughes, Collected Poems (Faber, 2003) 
 Kathleen Jamie, Sightlines (Sort of Books, 2012) 
 Jackie Kay, Red Dust Road: An Autobiographical Journey (Picador, 2011) 
 Tom Raworth, Collected Poems (Carcanet, 2003) 

Course Requirements: 

 Two short papers (close readings) -  40% 
 A response blog - 10% 
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 A term paper - 30% 
 A final exam - 20% 

 


