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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 490: Majors Seminar (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: S. Partridge 
Section: 011 
Term: 2 
 

Beowulf and the Grail Quest in the Medieval and Modern Worlds 

 
Course Description: 
We will begin by reading Beowulf and several medieval versions of the Grail legend, especially those of 
Chrétien de Troyes and Sir Thomas Malory. (All medieval works will be read in modern English 
translation, except for Malory, which will be read in a reader-friendly edition of the late Middle English.) 
We will consider some cultural contexts for these works and the most important issues in criticism. We 
will then go on to survey selected modern and contemporary works which retell these medieval 
legends in various media and genres: poetry, fiction, film, drama, opera, graphic novel, juvenile fiction, 
comic book and cartoon. We will discuss such issues as how these works remain recognizable yet 
change as they are adapted for different media and genres; possible relationships between academic 
criticism of the medieval versions and their popular retellings; and the work these retellings perform in 
contemporary culture. 
 
Required Texts: 
(A partial reading and viewing list, subject to change and to additions according to students’ interests) 

 Beowulf, trans. R. M. Liuzza (Broadview, 2000) 
 John Gardner, Grendel (Vintage, 1989) 
 Chretien de Troyes, Percival, or The Story of the Grail in Arthurian Romances, trans. William 

W. Kibler (Penguin, 1991) 
 selections from the Mabinogi and from The Quest of the Holy Grail, trans. P. M. Matarasso 

(Penguin, 1969) 
 Thomas Malory, Le Morte Darthur, ed. Helen Cooper (Oxford, 1998) 
 Bernard Malamud, The Natural 
 Monty Python and the Holy Grail 
 Beowulf and Grendel (2005) 
 Victorian, modern, and contemporary poems responding to the Grail legend and Beowulf 
 Critical essays on particular works; on modern responses to the Middle Ages; on the theory 

of narrative and parody 

Please note: the work of Tolkien will be treated briefly or not at all. 
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Course Requirements: 

 Presentation: 20 points 
 Annotated bibliography: 20 points 
 Research essay: 40 points 
 Attendance, preparation, and participation, including regular quizzes and in-class writing on 

the readings: 20 points 

 


