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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 491C: Senior Honours Seminar – Theory (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Lorraine Weir 
Section: 003 
Term: 2 
 

“White Mythology”:  
An Introduction to Critical Race Theory and Critical Whiteness Studies 

 
Course Description: 
"Metaphysics --the white mythology which reassembles and reflects the culture of the West: the white 
man takes his own mythology, Indo-European mythology, his own logos, that is, the mythos of his 
idiom, for the universal form of that he must still wish to call Reason.  Which does not go 
uncontested." --Jacques Derrida, "White Mythology" 

Theorizing Race has become fundamental to literary studies in a variety of contexts yet, reflecting what 
is still common practice in contemporary Canada, 'white' is often excluded or invisibilized.  Like the 
exclusions of gender and sexuality, the exclusion of 'white' has profound effects on how we engage 
with texts and engage the production of ourselves (whatever our ethnicity/positionality may be) as 
raced Subjects in the work of interpretation.  This seminar will begin with an overview of some classic 
studies of the concept of Race and with the development of Critical Race Theory.  We will then focus 
more specifically on Critical Whiteness Studies and on what Derrida referred to as "White Mythology," 
the structures of colonial power which inform the European philosophical tradition and which often 
remain implicit within the profession of English studies as well as within multicultural Canada. 
 
Required Texts (Provisional): 
A detailed reading list will be available in the Fall.  A coursepack will be prepared containing selections 
from some of the key texts below: 

 Jacques Derrida, "White Mythology," in Margins of Philosophy (1985) 
 Albert Memmi, Racism (1999) 
 Chandra Mohanty Talpade, "Race and Voice" (1989) 
 K. Anthony Appiah & Amy Gutman, Colour Conscious: the Political Morality of Race    (1996) 
 Linda Martin Alcoff, Visible Identities: Race, Gender, & the Self (2005) 
 Richard Delgado & Jean Stefancic, eds., Critical White Studies(1997) 
 Himani Bannerji, The Dark Side of the Nation (2000) 
 Constance Backhouse, Colour-Coded: A Legal History of Racism in Canada, 1900-

1950 (1999) 
 Daniel Coleman, White Civility: The Literary Project of English Canada (2007) 
 George Elliott Clarke,  "White like Canada" (2009) 
 Michèle Lalonde, "Speak White" (1968) 
 Gerald Graff, Professing Literature (1987) 


