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ENGL 492B: Senior Honours Seminar – Research (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Suzy Anger 
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Term: 1 
 

Seminar in Technology and Media in Nineteenth-Century and Modernist Fiction 

 
Course Description: 
New technologies were developed in the nineteenth- and early twentieth-centuries that transformed 
conceptions of time, space, and the self, profoundly influencing the form and content of fiction. 
Electricity illuminated cities and altered perceptions of the relations between night and day; the 
telegraph and the telephone enabled instantaneous, seemingly incorporeal, communication across 
distances; sound recording and radio delivered disembodied voices. In this seminar, we will consider 
the ways in which new technologies of communication, perception, and recording shaped literary texts, 
both thematically and formally. We will examine emerging technologies as they are represented in 
literature, and discuss the impact of new media such as the photograph, the phonograph, and the 
motion picture on the narrative strategies of fiction from the mid-nineteenth century into modernism. 
Topics discussed will include technology’s reconfiguration of space and time, technological investigation 
of the supernatural (spiritual telegraphy, ghost photography), humans as automata, thinking machines, 
and image recording and realist fiction. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Joseph Conrad, The Secret Agent 
 Charles Dickens, “The Signal Man,” from Dombey and Son 
 George Eliot, “The Lifted Veil” 
 E. M. Forster, “The Machine Stops” 
 Henry James, In the Cage 
 Rudyard Kipling, “Wireless” 
 Florence McLandburgh, “The Automaton Ear” 
 Herman Melville, “The Tartarus of Maids” 
 Filippo Tommaso Marinetti, “Manifesto of Futurism” 
 H. G. Wells, The Time Machine 
 Virginia Woolf, from Mrs. Dalloway 

Course Requirements: 

 Seminar paper (roughly 15 pages) 
 Presentation (roughly 25 minutes) 
 Three sets of questions on the readings 


