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ENGL 515A: Shakespeare (3 credits) 
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Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

Shakespearean Diversions 

 
Course Description: 
Shakespeare studies is at the moment engaged in a new-new-historical materialist moment, from the 
recent Public Spaces project at McGill to the latest episode in the Shakespeare-author question, to the 
reconstruction of the Globe Theatre and the Tudor London mapping projects.  In this wide game 
influenced by cultural studies, affect theory, thing theory, and temporality studies, we are finding 
fascinating ways of both sidestepping and remaking historicity within and around the pleasures of the 
Shakespearean text.  Shakespearean Diversions will explore this phenomenon to discover what it can 
yield both in terms of the pleasures of the text and in a more flexible and nuanced cultural history of 
the Shakespearean corpus.  
 
Required Texts: 
Primary Texts: Shakespeare, Love’s Labour’s Lost, Two Gentlemen of Verona, Twelfth Night, Hamlet, 
Macbeth, King Lear, Antony and Cleopatra, A Winter’s Tale, The Merchant of Venice, Henry V--and 
those of his competitors, contemporaries and mentors: Kyd, Spanish Tragedy; Beaumont & Fletcher, 
Knight of the Burning Pestle; Jonson, Sejanus, Webster, Tis Pity She’s a Whore. 
 
Secondary readings will include Jonathan Gil Harris, Bill Brown, Garrett Sullivan, Valerie Traub, Richard 
Halpern, John Guillory, Gail Kern Paster, Paul Yachnin, David Bergeron, Stephen Orgel, Richard 
Helgerson, Stephen Greenblatt, studies from the Making Publics and Mapping London projects, and 
theoretical work on spatial memory, meta-geography, colonialism, and temporality. I will also welcome 
you to early modern England via brief and delightfully informative social/cultural history readings. 
 
Course Requirements: 
Students will give individual seminar presentations, provide reviews of secondary materials, and write a 
major original research paper.  The course will include paper-workshops and give some attention to the 
skills and processes in graduate-level research writing. 


