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The Livestock that Therefore We Are: Animal Studies 
and Animal Husbandry in Eighteenth-Century Literature 

 
Course Description: 
This seminar has two goals: 1. To provide a detailed introduction to critical animal studies. 2. To apply 
theoretical models derived from the critical readings to some eighteenth-century and Romantic-era 
literary examples, examining how the selected works represent animals under the rule of commodity in 
specific historical situations. 

The new field of animal studies is developing out of critical theory informed by post-structural analysis, 
the supersession of Western humanism, and movements for social justice. Participants in the field have 
worked across disciplinary boundaries to generate accounts of animal-human relations, and of 
animality itself, that both resist conventional enlightenment binaries (domestic/wild, 
reasoning/instinctual, cultured/natural) and also propose alternative modes of signification, historicism, 
and valuation. 

The growing archive of animal studies includes many works of philosophy, anthropology, sociology, and 
other disciplines that pre-date animal studies as such, but that have helped to formulate its critical 
problematics. The class will read some of these foundational texts, which include Jean Baudrillard, “The 
Animals, Territory and Metamorphoses” (Simulacra and Simulation); Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari, 
“Becoming-Intense, Becoming-Animal, Becoming-Imperceptible...” (A Thousand Plateaus); Jacques 
Derrida, The Animal that Therefore I Am; Claude Levi-Strauss, Totemism; Mary Douglas, Missing 
Persons: A Critique of Personhood in the Social Sciences; Greta Gaard, Ecofeminism: Women, Animals, 
Nature; and Donna Haraway, Primate Visions. We will supplement these readings with presentations on 
additional texts as part of students’ course work. 

In the last two decades, since animal studies has become a discipline in its own right, scholars have 
produced a range of analyses, combining critique and synthesis of philosophical, literary, scientific, and 
other methods of conceptualizing and representing animals. The readings for this section of the class 
will include: Giorgio Agamben, The Open: Man and Animal; Derrida, The Beast and the Sovereign, Vol. 
1; Cary Wolfe, Animal Rites; and Wolfe’s anthology Zoontologies. 

After spending around of the semester on theoretical readings, we will turn to some eighteenth-century 
literary examples. They will include Robinson Crusoe, the verse of Robert Burns, Walter Scott’s The 
Black Dwarf, the verse of John Clare, and several works by the Ettrick Shepherd, James Hogg. The 
Ettrick Shepherd’s double career as Lowland Scots bard and sheep farmer produced a remarkable 
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confluence of works that combine detailed representations of farming life in verse, fiction, journalism, 
and treatises. The class will conclude with an extended examination of his adaptation of pastoral and 
mock-pastoral conventions and their relationship to the lived practices of pastoralism; for example, in 
1807 Hogg published The Shepherd’s Guide, a volume of advice on the rearing, maintaining, and 
doctoring of sheep, and his writings are thoroughly informed by his farming and husbanding expertise. 
The literary pastoral and agricultural pastoralism are mutually informing — and often mutually 
subverting — features of Hogg’s verse and prose. This confluence will lead the class into considerations 
of the animal as herd creature (neither wild nor companion animal), as commodity, and as crucial 
element in Romantic-era Scotland’s fragmented and re-organizing nationality, regionalities, and 
ecosystems. For Hogg, sheep are key to figurations of labor, memory, and inhabitation, but they 
simultaneously embody organic life that is obstinately resistant to literary pastoralism and all of the 
spiritual, metaphysical, and political mystifications that come along with it. The texts we will read in 
this section of the course include Scottish Pastorals, portions of The Shepherd’s Guide, The Brownie of 
Bodsbeck, and The Private Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner. 

Besides presentations on key theoretical texts, course work will include a detailed research bibliography 
and a seminar paper. 

 


