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2013 Winter Session (2013-2014 Academic Year) 
ENGL 535B: Studies in the Victorian Period (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Pamela Dalziel 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 

Victorian Literature and Visual Culture 

 
Course Description: 
This seminar will read several literary texts in relation to Victorian visual culture.  We will discuss not 
only images of various kinds--illustrations, magic lantern shows, paintings, photographs, theatre sets, 
and so forth--but also Victorian ways of seeing.  During the past twenty years numerous influential 
critics--including Nancy Armstrong, Peter Brooks, Jonathan Crary, Kate Flint, Carol Mavor, J. Hillis 
Miller, Lynda Nead, and Linda Shires--have produced important work on Victorian vision and visuality, 
often focusing on the role of technology and science.  Our seminar will discuss their theories and 
analyze how effective they are in illuminating (pun intended) specific texts and images. 
 
While the relationship between literary and visual cultures will be central to our seminar discussions, 
we will also analyze other aspects of the primary literary texts.  Students will be encouraged to give 
presentations and to write papers on any topics of interest raised by these texts. 
 
Required Texts: 
Primary Texts and Images: 

 Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre; selected sketches by Brontë; selected illustrations by Thomas 
Bewick from A History of British Birds 

 Charles Dickens, Bleak House, illustrated by Hablot K. Browne ("Phiz"); a theatrical 
adaptation and performance (probably the adaptation directed by Edgar Bruce and starring 
Jennie Lee as Jo) 

 Edward Lear, A Book of Nonsense, illustrated by Lear 
 Alfred Tennyson, the 1859 Idylls of the King ("Enid," "Vivien," "Elaine," and "Guinevere"), 

illustrated by various artists, including Gustave Doré and Julia Margaret Cameron 
 George Eliot, Romola, illustrated by Frederic Leighton 
 Lewis Carroll, Alice's Adventures Under Ground, illustrated by Carroll; Alice’s Adventures in 

Wonderland, illustrated by John Tenniel; The Nursery Alice, illustrated by Tenniel 
 selected paintings, sketches, and poems by Christina Rossetti and Dante Gabriel Rossetti 
 selected poems, notebook entries, and sketches by Gerard Manley Hopkins 
 Oscar Wilde, Salome, illustrated by Aubrey Beardsley; Salomé, directed by Aurélien Lugné-

Poe 
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Theoretical and Secondary Readings: 

 To be announced 

Course Requirements: 

 one 20-minute presentation 
 one 15-minute group presentation 
 one research paper 
 regular seminar participation 
 weekly submission of response papers and questions for discussion 

 


