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2014 Summer Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 224: World Literature in English (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Suzanne James 
Section: 921 
Term: 1 
 

An Introduction to African Writing 

 
Course Description: 

â€œOne must look at the world from Africa to be an African writer, 
not look upon Africa from the worldâ€• (Nadine Gordimer) 

Africa is a fascinatingly diverse and complex continent, and its writing--although a relatively recent 
development--reflects this diversity. This section of English 224 will provide an introduction to African 
literature through the study of a range of novels, short stories, and poetry published over the last fifty 
years. These works reflect a range of styles and thematic concerns, and are drawn from west, south, 
east and north Africa. 

English 224, together with the required English 220, is one of four 200-level courses that may be taken 
for an English major with a literature emphasis. This section will also provide a useful background for 
students interested in completing a minor in African Studies. 

Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 

Required Texts: 

 Mariama Bâ, So Long a Letter 
 Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart 
 Chimananda Ngozi Adichie, Purple Hibiscus 
 Tsitsi Dangarembga, Nervous Conditions 
 Under African Skies: Modern African Short Stories 

Course Requirements: 

 Short Oral Presentation - 10% 
 In-class Essay - 20% 
 Term Paper (1500-2000 words) - 30% 
 Participation - 10% 
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 Final Examination (2 essays) - 30% 

The participation grade will be based on regular attendance, preparation for class, contributions to 
discussion and informal written responses.Â  You are expected to carefully read the assigned texts 
before class and come prepared to ask questions and share your responses to individual works.Â  For 
some classes you will be asked to respond to a particular question or focus on one aspect of a text. 

 

 


