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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing About Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Aoife Emily Hart 
Section: 005 
Term: 1 
 

The Beheading of Medusa: Forming and Deforming the “Female” Body 

 
Course Description: 

"When a man gives his opinion, he's a man.  
When a woman gives her opinion, she's a bitch." - Bette Davis 

Simone de Beauvoir in her foundational book The Second Sex (1949) remarked that "One is not born, 
but rather becomes, a woman" [« On ne naït pas femme : on le devient.»]. So what does that mean? 
And what might she be implying with this statement? 

In this course, through literary texts and scholarly research, we will consider some of the main issues 
that are raised by questions of gender and sexuality. Reading novels by four women, we will employ 
critical perspectives that enable us to negotiate and interrogate notions of womanhood and the 
"female" body as such exists in various contexts, under diverse pressures. We will assess the ways 
that womanhood and its bodies are written upon through processes of codification and resistance. 

English 100 is intended to familiarize students to critical ways in reading and writing about literature; 
the fundamental concepts of writing academic essays at the university level are an integral part of this 
introductory course. Our viewpoints will unabashedly be feminist ones. Through the utilization of this 
method, we will also think more generally about how we can be more active interpreters of the ways in 
which language and narrative shape our places, and how places structure us as persons. Literature is 
an ideal forum for initiating these important critiques. 
 
Prerequisites: 
In order to remain registered in this class, all students must fulfill the First-Year English Course Entry 
Requirement (LPI). For further details on the First-Year English Course Entry Requirement, please 
visit: http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/faq.htm#1. 

Required Texts: 

 Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid's Tale 
 Jan Morris, Conundrum 
 Sylvia Plath, The Bell Jar 
 Kirino Natsuo, Out 
 Jamiee Garbacik, Gender and Sexuality for Beginners 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/faq.htm#1
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To supplement our discussion, we will also read articles from the disciplines of feminist philosophy, 
queer theory, disability studies, and literary criticism. The instructor will circulate these to the class. 
Additionally, we will make use of references from popular culture, including Frozen, Dallas Buyers Club, 
and Dove's "Real Beauty" marketing campaign, to name a few examples. 

Content note: 
We will be addressing topics that might potentially be triggering: these include, but are not limited to, 
reproduction rights, mental health, physical and sexual abuse, misogyny, transphobia, and body 
shaming. 

The instructor of this course is a transsexual woman. She has strong opinions on the subject. To the 
best of her ability, this course will follow the policies established by the UBC Positive Space Campaign, 
as well as the principles for inclusive language as set out by the Department of Women's Studies and 
Gender Relations. 

 

 


