
 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing About Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Phanuel Antwi 
Section: 008 
Term: 2 
 

To Beg, Borrow, or Steal? Introduction to Literature 

 
Course Description: 
In this course students will explore a history of literature and will be asked, in particular, to think about 
intertextuality—that is, how and why authors beg, borrow, or steal from each other's texts. Sometimes 
borrowings are acts of appreciation or homage that incite conversations between texts. Frequently, 
however, these texts may be read as talking back—making "a retort or reply which is regarded as... 
impertinent" (OED). In this sense, these texts may be petitioning for change, by working against 
established thought systems or stylistic conventions. At times these acts of borrowing might even be 
considered by some as acts of "thieving" as they pick apart, change, transform, and mutate what has 
come before in ways that the original did not envision and perhaps would not have approved. Studying 
intertextual connections reminds us that literature cannot be isolated from other arts, other discourses, 
other social processes. As we move through this course, considerable emphasis will be placed on the 
development of critical skills in reading and writing; students will be introduced to poetry, novels, and 
drama, and will develop an understanding of various genres and interpretive approaches. Furthermore, 
the process of looking at these texts will expose students to the idea that writers are also readers of 
the world around them, a world that includes other writers and texts, sources that inevitably influence 
their own writing. Hence, although an intertextual approach is just one way of doing literary history, 
this course aims to heighten students' awareness and understanding of their own reading and writing 
practices. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Thomas King, Green Grass Running Water 
 William Shakespeare Romeo and Juliet 
 Jerome Robbins and Robert Wise West Side Story 
 Chinua Achebe Things Fall Apart 

I will periodically supplement the readings with photocopied handouts 

 


