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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing About Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Marlene Briggs 
Section: 009 
Term: 2 
 

Comparative Approaches to the First World War (1914-2014) 

 
Course Description: 
English 100 offers a writing-intensive introduction to the discipline of literary studies through the 
exploration of texts in their critical contexts. This course is recommended for students planning a 
Major, Minor, or Honours degree in English: it focuses on foundational skills in literary analysis, 
scholarly research, and critical writing. English 100 meets the 3.0 credit Faculty of Arts writing 
requirement and is restricted to students in Arts, Fine Arts, and Music. 

This section highlights fiction and poetry inspired by the First World War (1914-1918). The blasted 
landscapes, shattering losses, social upheavals, and protracted legacies of this conflict haunt writers 
from different countries (Britain, America, Canada, and Ireland) and distinct generations (participants 
and descendants). In particular, we will examine lyrics by Wilfred Owen and novels by Ernest 
Hemingway, Timothy Findley, and Sebastian Barry. 

The issues of trauma, mourning, history, and memory shaping modern and contemporary controversies 
on war and society will organize our studies of celebrated texts. Critical readings and audio-visual 
materials will guide our conversations in the classroom. Students will be expected to contribute to 
discussions as they develop analytic and synthetic skills in reading and writing through the investigation 
of formal features, relevant contexts, and academic discourses. 
 
Prerequisites: 
In order to remain registered in this class, all students must fulfill the First-Year English Course Entry 
Requirement (LPI). For further details on the First-Year English Course Entry Requirement, please 
visit:http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/faq.htm#1. 

Required Texts: 
(subject to minor modifications) 

 Wilfred Owen, The Poems of Wilfred Owen. ca. 1918. 
 Ernest Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises. 1926. 
 Timothy Findley, The Wars. 1977. 
 Sebastian Barry, A Long Long Way. 2005. 
 Critical Readings (TBA). 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/faq.htm#1
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Course Requirements: 
(subject to minor modifications) 

 Participation and Group Work - 10% 
 Two In-Class Assignments - 30% 
 Annotated Bibliography/Research Proposal - 10% 
 Research Essay - 20% 
 Final Examination - 30% 

 


