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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing About Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Duffy Roberts 
Section: 012 
Term: 2 
 

Home and Belonging: The Stories of Here and Elsewhere 

 
Course Description: 
Canadian identity "is less perplexed by the question 'Who am I?' than by some such riddle as 'Where is 
here?'" --Northrop Frye 

"The city as we imagine it, the soft city of illusion, myth, aspiration, and nightmare, is as real, maybe 
more real, than the hard city one can locate on maps, in statistics, in monographs on urban sociology 
and demography and architecture."--Jonathan Raban 

Our class will focus on works of literature that ask the larger questions: How do we belong in place? 
How do we make sense of here? How does elsewhere function here? How does place influence us? 
How do stories constitute us? 

English 100, Reading and Writing About Literature, equally focuses on close reading, theoretical 
reading strategies, essays about literature and the ideas in literature, and writing. Our class will follow 
a MWF, Text, Context, and Writing structure, each day dedicated to each.  You will be evaluated with a 
semester-long student-directed deep mapping project. 

Investigating two or three short stories set in Vancouver, a poetry collection inspired by Vancouver, a 
graphic novel about the immigrant experience, and a novel set in Australia at the turn of the century, 
we will learn to close read and have our close readings inspire questions (and ultimately complex 
answers to them) about place and belonging in place. 

We will entertain human geography, performativity, semiotic, Canadian, postcolonial, and 
postmodern approaches to these texts, but ultimately this class will encourage student-centric critical 
and creative thinking combined with clear, precise, logical, thoughtful writing. 
 
Prerequisites: 
In order to remain registered in this class, all students must fulfill the First-Year English Course Entry 
Requirement (LPI). For further details on the First-Year English Course Entry Requirement, please 
visit: http://www.english.ubc.ca/ugrad/1styear/faq.htm#1. 
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Required Texts: 

 Shaun Tan's The Arrival 
 Michael Christie's The Beggar's Garden 
 David Malouf's Remembering Babylon 
 W. H. New's YVR 
 One critical essay for each text 

 


