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Shipwrecked! What were we thinking? 

 
Course Description: 
Along with substantial work on poetry, this section of English 110 will focus on one play and two novels 
about shipwrecks and the people who survive them. In addition to the excitement of disaster, we will 
consider the significance of some of the ways in which the loss of what the characters understand to 
be "civilization" leads them to think about some of the big questions with which human beings have 
long struggled: What makes us human and not animal? What is human nature? What about race, 
gender and other kinds of difference? Who has power and why? What about God, and is that the same 
thing as religion? Does science change any of that? 

Through the study of selected examples of poetry, drama, and fiction, this course will introduce 
students to the skills and critical thinking essential to university-level literary reading, thinking and 
writing. In lectures and discussions, students will engage concepts of genre and form in literature and 
will pursue hands-on practice of methods of literary analysis. 

Required Texts: 

 Fiction: HG Wells' The Island of Dr. Moreau and Yann Martel's The Life of Pi 
 Drama: William Shakespeare's The Tempest 
 Poems by William Shakespeare, John Milton, William Wordsworth, Elizabeth Barrett 

Browning, Gerard Manley Hopkins, WB Yeats, DH Lawrence, Marge Piercey, Margaret 
Atwood, Derek Walcott and others that your tutorial leader loves so much s/he wants to 
share them with you 

Course Requirements:          

 two in-class essays 
 one term paper 
 effective preparation for and participation in class discussion 
 a final examination 

 

 


