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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 110: Approaches to Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Scott MacKenzie 
Section: 028 
Term: 2 
 

Art and Nature 

 
Course Description: 
One of the most enduring principles of European cultural traditions that trace their heritage to Aristotle 
and Plato has been the relationship between art and nature. Does art, as Aristotle claimed, imitate 
nature? Does it (according to Hamlet) “hold, as ’twere, the mirror up to nature”? Isn’t that really just 
the same thing, and wasn’t Hamlet having trouble telling the difference anyway? Or does nature, as 
Oscar Wilde declared, imitate art? Finally, after 2,500 years of dispute, this class will resolve the 
question. Or maybe not, but we will use the art/nature relationship as a theme to guide our discussion 
of a variety of literary forms from a variety of historical eras, and we will investigate whether there may 
be alternative ways to understand both the purposes of literature and how the human relates to the 
non-human. The art-nature binary has been significant to much more than just matters of aesthetic 
appreciation. Its implications can be found in philosophy, the sciences, and in politics. If, as many 
thinkers argue, we are entering a post-human age, what will happen to our conceptions of nature, and 
how does art contribute to them? 
 
Required Texts: 
(available at the bookstore) 

 William Shakespeare, Macbeth (Arden Shakespeare. ISBN 9781903436486) — Required 
 Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest (Oxford. ISBN 9780199535972) — Required 
 Alice Munro, The View from Castle Rock (Penguin. ISBN 9780143177401) — Required 
 Jeanette Winterson, The Passion (Vintage. ISBN 9780676973495) — Required 
 Roland Barthes, Mythologies: The Complete Edition (Farrar, Straus & Giroux. ISBN 

9780809071944) — Required 
***NOTE: You are required to use the editions specified here for consistent page 
reference*** 

Additional readings will be posted in the Course Content section of the Connect page for this class. 

 


