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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 211: Seminar for English Honours (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Marlene Briggs 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 

Estates, Classes, and Castes:  
Social Conflict in English Literature from the Middle Ages to the Present 
 
Course Description: 
Note: English 211 is a seminar dedicated to the deliberate and careful examination of literary works 
and is partially coordinated with the survey course, English 210, which has a faster pace and takes 
broader views. English 211 consists of a smaller quantity of material in order to concentrate upon close 
reading, precise analysis, and general theoretical considerations. The degree of individual attention and 
amount of practice in the writing of essays is correspondingly greater, as is attention to various critical 
approaches. English 211 is open only to students taking English 210. 

This seminar explores literature written in English from the fourteenth century to the twenty-first 
century. We will focus on the representation of social conflict in drama, poetry, and prose. By situating 
literature in its historical contexts, we analyze the dynamic relationships between cultural tradition and 
social change, extending to the reinterpretations afforded by recent adaptations, performances, and 
readings. Throughout, students cultivate spoken and written skills in literary criticism through close 
engagement with texts as they also compare and contrast issues, themes, and styles across historical 
periods. 

Required Texts: 
(subject to minor modifications): 

 The Norton Anthology of English Literature. General Editor Stephen Greenblatt. 9th ed. New 
York: Norton, 2012. 2 Vols. 

 Geoffrey Chaucer. Selections from The Canterbury Tales. [Norton] 
 William Shakespeare. Twelfth Night. [Norton] 
 John Gay. The Beggar's Opera. [Norton] 
 Olaudah Equiano. The Interesting Narrative and Other Writings. New York: Penguin, 2003. 
 Robert Louis Stevenson. The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. [Norton] 
 Wilfred Owen. Selected poems. [Norton] 
 Aravind Adiga. The White Tiger. New York: Free Press, 2008. 
 Supplementary readings (TBA). 
 UBC Theatre production of Twelfth Night (Sept 24th-Oct 11th 2014). 
 Selected adaptations, documentaries, and interviews. 
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Course Requirements: 
(subject to minor modifications): 

 Participation - 10% 
 Seminar Presentation(s) - 20% 
 Two Short Essays - 40% 
 Major Essay - 30% 

 


