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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 220: Literature in English to the 18th Century (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Professor Nick Hudson 
Section: 005 
Term: 1 
 

English Literature and the Emergence of the Modern Age 

 
Course Description: 
The period from the Middle Ages to the Age of Enlightenment covered in this course marks the 
emergence of a modern kind of society and forms of literature typical of modernity. Earlier authors 
such as Chaucer and Shakespeare had already anticipated some features of the modern age: a focus 
on the individual and his or her psychology, a demand for realism over fantasy, the appeal to a mass 
audience rather than a small elite. Later authors such as Donne, Milton and Etherege, Pope and Swift 
went further, dismantling the traditional hero, showing a general scepticism with traditional ideas of 
power and authority, and experimenting boldly with the forms of writing handed down from classical 
Greece and Rome. New kinds of writing became dominant, particularly the novel, as developed among 
others by Jane Austen. Austen also exemplifies the rise of professional women authors in the 
eighteenth century, and a much greater concern with issues of daily life of concern to all genders 
rather than just men. 
 
Hence, while this course serves as the prerequisite to further study of English literature at UBC, it will 
also introduce students to some key concepts concerning the nature of modernity and modern 
literature. We will pay careful attention to how historical circumstances shape the main themes and 
forms of literary writing, and how new kinds of authors and audiences laid the foundation for all that 
followed from the nineteenth-century to our own times. 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120,121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Broadview Anthology of British Literature, Concise Edition, Volume A 
 William Shakespeare, Hamlet 
 George Etherege, The Man of Mode 
 Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey 
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Course Requirements: 

 In-class essay (20%) 
 Term paper (35%) 
 Final Exam (35%) 
 Attendance and Participation (10%) 

 


