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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 220: Literature in English to the 18th Century (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Kathrine Sirluck 
Section: 011 
Term: 2 
 
Course Description: 
This course is a survey of English Literature from medieval times through the Renaissance and the 
Enlightenment to the beginning of the Romantic period and the rise of the English novel. In part, it will 
be a study of successive changes in English society and culture, and accompanying changes in literary 
form and focus. We will consider, among other things, patterns of continuity, influence, and revolt. The 
course is intended to provide students with a range of scholarly and critical tools for the study of 
literary and other texts, and a substantial knowledge of a wide range of literature. Students will learn 
to employ strategies of close reading, library research, and textual analysis supported by reasoned 
argument. They will engage in lively discussion in class, and be encouraged to evolve their own ideas, 
and to defend them effectively. Our focus will include the political and cultural history relevant to 
particular works, including matters of religious, philosophical, aesthetic and social importance. We will 
also investigate ideas concerning class, nationality, and gender identity current in these centuries. 
While remembering that literature is produced within specific material conditions influencing its 
production, and usually with reference to other literary works, we will also approach our texts as 
distinct imaginative constructs. 
 
Required Texts: 

 The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Vol. 1, 9th Edition 
 Shakespeare, Antony and Cleopatra 
 Jane Austen, Persuasion 

Please note that both non-anthologized texts are available at free online sites: 

 Antony and Cleopatra: shakespeare.mit.edu/cleopatra/full.htm 
 Persuasion: www.gutenberg.org 

However, the hard copy texts I order for you will have accompanying introductions and notes which 
will be invaluable as study guides. 

Readings: 
"The Dream of the Rood"; "The Wanderer"; Geoffrey Chaucer, "General Prologue" and "The Wife of 
Bath's Prologue and Tale"; Christopher Marlowe,Doctor Faustus; William Shakespeare, Antony and 
Cleopatra; John Donne (selected poems); John Milton, early selections from Paradise Lost, Alexander 
Pope, "The Rape of the Lock"; William Blake, The Songs of Innocence and Experience, selections 
from The Marriage of Heaven and Hell; Samuel Taylor Coleridge (selected poems), Jane 

http://shakespeare.mit.edu/cleopatra/full.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/
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Austen, Persuasion. 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120,121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
 
Course Requirements: 

 one in-class essay (30%) 
 one term paper involving library research and a formal bibliography (40%) 
 and a final exam (30%). 

Additional supplementary marks for class participation may be awarded at the discretion of the 
instructor. 

 


