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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 224: World Literature in English (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Margery Fee 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

Science Fiction and “Sciences from Below” 

 
Course Description: 
In a 2010 article entitled "The Aliens Won: SF around the World and Back Again," Lovie Tidhar situates 
the beginnings of world SF--that is, SF from locations other than Europe and the US--in 2005. Debates 
rage about what qualifies as science fiction and now, we need to test Tidhar's argument that World SF 
is a 21st century phenomenon. If science fiction is not a genre, but a site of philosophical speculation, 
it asks "what if?" Thus, some prefer to call it speculative fiction. After considering the debates around 
the history and definition of SF, the course will focus on the idea of "sciences from below," that is, the 
notion that all cultures have knowledge of the material world that can be deemed scientific and that 
this knowledge is reflected in their imaginative narratives. Science fiction is often a site for debates 
about the obvious "truth" of Western science. Some argued that only writing that promotes the ideals 
of "hard" science--objectivity, neutrality, and empirical proof--can be called science fiction. Often its 
possession of the most "advanced" science and technology is cited in support of the global North's right 
to dominate the rest of the world economically and politically. Focused on difficult contacts between 
scientists and ordinary human beings or spacemen/women and aliens, science fiction replays many 
dramas that evoke concerns about the world (the planet, the ecosphere, Earth, Terra, Gaia). What 
does it mean to be human? What are the limits of knowledge? How do ethical values and objectivity 
connect? Do we need to change the relationship to Nature that is mediated by empirical science? Some 
readings and assignments may be adapted to the interests and knowledge of who shows up in the 
course. Coursework will include short oral and written assignments, one essay (2500 words) and a final 
exam. 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120,121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
 
Reading List: 
(subject to change) 

 Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, 1818 
 Alfred Jarry, Exploits and Opinions of Dr Faustroll, Pataphysician: A Neo-scientific Novel, 

1911 
 Philip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? 1968 
 Hiromi Goto, Kappa Child, 2001 
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 Larissa Lai, Salt Fish Girl, 2002 
 Nalo Hopkinson, Midnight Robber, 2000 

Stories: 

 Jorge Borges, "The Garden of the Forking Paths," "Tlon, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius," "The Library of 
Babel," "On Rigor in Science"; Octavia Butler, "Bloodchild;" 

 Tobias S. Bucknell, "Necahual"; 
 Arthur C. Clarke, "The Nine Billion Names of God"; 
 Harry Robinson, Origin Story, "Coyote Makes a Deal with the King of England," "Saved by a 

Grizzly Bear"; 
 James R. Tiptree, Jr. "Your Haploid Heart"; 
 Han Song, "The Wheel of Samsara"; 
 Sofia Samatar, "Selkie Stories are for Losers" 

Theory: readings from Ian Hacking, Sandra Harding, Fredric Jameson, Bruno Latour, and Mary 
Midgeley 

 


