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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 224: World Literature in English (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Katja Thieme 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 

The Contemporary “Global” Novel 
 
Course Description: 
Along with discourses of the cultural globalization, there has been discussion of the "global" novel—
novels that sell well in several countries, win international prizes, draw literary scholars' attention, and 
get taught repeatedly in university courses. How are these novels read in these various contexts? What 
draws readers to stories about places and cultural situations about which they might have no or very 
little knowledge? What is it about the novel as a genre, its structures of fictional narrative, and the 
authors' choices of style that enable these texts to become global phenomena? We will discover that 
many of these internationally successful texts offer critical perspectives on the history and dynamics of 
transnational movements. Our investigation of each novel in this course will be threefold: we will 
discuss what questions about transnational relations the novels themselves raise, we will analyze public 
discussions about these novels by collecting online material, and we will study the critical issues that 
literary scholars debate in their research about these texts. 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120,121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Tsitsi Dangarembga, Nervous Conditions (1988) 
 Chimamanda Adichie, Purple Hibiscus (2003) 
 Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things (1997) 
 Aravind Adiga, The White Tiger (2008) 
 Xiaolu Guo, A Concise Chinese-English Dictionary for Lovers (2007) 
 Teju Cole, Open City (2011) 

Course Requirements: 

 2 collaborative presentations on one novel (one presentation on popular, another on 
scholarly discussion of the novel) 

 Research paper (5 pages) 
 Final exam 


