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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 225: Poetry (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Gillian Jerome 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

Introduction to the Pleasures of Poetry 

 
Course Description: 
The purpose of this course is to get you acquainted with the fundamentals of a range of different kinds 
of poetry—narrative, lyric, dramatic, conceptual—and their techniques, formal vocabularies and rich 
and varied traditions. My primary interest as your instructor is to prompt you to read different kinds of 
poems with depth, complexity and pleasure. Throughout this course, you'll be prompted to understand 
how that pleasure (or displeasure!) is produced through careful and sustained analysis so that you can 
develop literary competence. We'll listen to the recorded sounds of spoken and performed poems and 
imbibe and register each poem's distinct rhythms. We'll also practice reading aloud the poems we 
encounter. The overall intention for ENGL 225 001 is to spend much of our time listening, reading and 
participating in engaged, impassioned discussion of the texts and performances before us. 

Throughout the term, we'll read from our anthology a variety poems by some great poets— Audre 
Lorde, Sylvia Plath, Emily Dickinson, John Keats, Elizabeth Bishop, Shakespeare, Milton, William Blake, 
Yeats, e.e. cummings, Dylan Thomas, Gwendolyn Brooks, Marianne Moore, Allen Ginsberg, Wallace 
Stevens, Yusef Komunyakaa et al. 

We'll read poems that haven't been included in our anthology, poems by Akhmatova, Lorca, Saadi 
Youssef, Mahmoud Darwish, Beaudelaire, John Clare, Yehuda Amichai, Gertrude Stein, Frank O'Hara, 
Robert Creeley, Lucille Clifton, Tomas Tranströmer, Gerald Stern, Frank Stanford and C.D. Wright, and 
a range of exceptional Canadian poets including: Lillian Allen, Jeannette Armstrong, Ken Babstock, 
Elizabeth Bachinsky, Suzanne Buffam, bill bissett, derek beaulieu, Christian Bök , Dionne Brand, Maria 
Campbell, Margaret Christakos, George Elliot Clarke, Leonard Cohen, Wayde Compton, Lynn Crosbie, 
Jen Currin, Lorna Goodison, El Jones, Sonnet L'abbé, Larissa Lai, Christine Leclerc, Dennis Lee, Dorothy 
Livesay, Gwendolyn MacEwen, David McGimpsey, Don McKay, M. NourbeSe Philip, Sina Queyras, 
Angela Rawlings, Lisa Robertson, Gregory Scofield, Karen Solie, Fred Wah, Rita Wong and Jan Zwicky. 

Note that you are free to perform, discuss and study the work of any of the poets listed here for any of 
your required assignments. Feel free to explore and be adventurous in your reading inside and outside 
of class. 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120,121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
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Required Texts: 
J. Paul Hunter, Alison Booth, and Kelly J. Mays, eds. The Norton Introduction to Poetry, 9th Edition. 
(Norton)  
 
Course Requirements: 

 Recitation & Short Talk (15%) 
You can choose to either perform a poem or present to the class a concrete or conceptual 
poem for this assignment. Either way, you must deliver a short, lively talk about how the 
poem works and what it means and/or what theories or assumptions about poetry it takes 
for granted or challenges. 

 Two very short assignments (30%) 
 Research Paper (25%) 
 Exam (30%) 

 

 


