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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 227: Prose Fiction (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Brett Grubisic 
Section: 010 
Term: 1 
 

The Uses of History in (Contemporary) Fiction /  
(Contemporary) Fiction Meditating on the Past 

 
Course Description: 
What's the value of learning about the past? What can we hope or expect to know (or fully understand) 
about a distant historical era? What significance does the 1953 have to us today? WWI? What's the 
relationship between an adult identity and the events of childhood? And what's the role of storytelling 
in all these questions? 
 
While the description here suggests a course with many questions and no answers, the course itself 
will read and discuss novels in which these questions are raised. And though the questions might not 
be answered with a pithy, one-sentence statement, the novels mull them over...and in doing so point 
out the value of pondering questions that relate where we came from to who we are (as individuals, as 
cultures) and where we might be going. 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150/ WRDS 
150 and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
 
Required Texts: 
The course will study five novels: 

 Margaret Atwood, Lady Oracle 
 Jackie Kay, Trumpet 
 Guy Vanderheaghe, The Englishman's Boy 
 Brett Josef Grubisic, The Age of Cities 
 Caryl Phillips, Cambridge 
 (The fifth is undecided, though Atonement by Ian McEwan, The Hours by Michael 

Cunningham, Little Bee by Chris Cleave, and The Bloody Chamber by Angela Carter are all 
frontrunners.) 

 


