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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 228: Topics in Literary and/or Cultural Studies (3 
credits) 
 
Instructor: Prof. Kevin McNeilly 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

Reading Surfaces – An Introduction to Graphica and Comics Studies 

 
Course Description: 
In this course, we will survey key texts in the emerging canon of graphica–hybrids and mixtures of 
comics, illustrated texts, cartoons, graphic novels, graffiti, visual media and other genres--with an eye 
to establishing a critical reading practice or a set of interpretative practices. What do graphic texts tell 
us about the limits of literature, and about the relationships between art and popular culture? How has 
the emergence of mass-produced graphic forms and genres in the early twentieth century impacted on 
the ways in which we read, and on how we value and evaluate writing? What has become of our sense 
of what constitutes a book or even a page? How do graphic media encourage us to reflect on the 
visual, spatial and material forms of representation, in language and in other sign systems and 
mediums? How is graphica's increasing popularity, its burgeoning readership, tied to certain 
conceptions of identity, subjectivity, sociality and literacy? The course will begin with a brief 
examination of the history of graphica and with a reflection on graphic form (guided by Lynda Barry 
and by Scott McCloud), and we will then look in detail at recent work by Alan Moore, Marjane Satrapi, 
Art Speigelman and others. Students will also be encouraged to introduce to the class graphic texts 
that have been important in their own reading lives. 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150/ WRDS 
150 and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Lynda Barry, Picture This: The Nearsighted Monkey Book 
 Scott McCloud, Understanding Comics : The Invisible Art 
 Arnold Lobel, Frog and Toad Storybook Treasury 
 Art Spiegelman, Maus I & II 
 Jeff Lemire, Collected Essex County 
 Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons, Watchmen 
 Marjane Satrapi, Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood 
 Posy Simmonds, Tamara Drewe 
 Michael Yulangaanas, Red: A Haida Manga 
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Course Requirements: 
Graded assignments will include a close reading, a term paper/project, a reading response journal, 
class participation, and a final exam. 

 


