
 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
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Term: 1 
 

Variation in English 

 
Course Description: 
This course explores variation in English in the widest sense of the word. We will look at regional 
variation ("dialects"), starting with linguistic atlas projects and their approaches to the study of 
variation. After dealing with Canadian English as a regional dialect, we will consider linguistic and social 
co-variation in its most prevailing aspects: linguistic variation and age of the speaker, social class, 
social networks (as a pre-facebook concept). A research component is offered with a guided study of 
linguistic variation in texting, for which we will use the data in your own phones and you will work 
together with a partner. 

We will give considerable focus to language and gender (Is there a menâ€™s or womenâ€™s 
language? What about transgender speakers?), involving aspects of linguistic performance and identity 
creation. The last part of the course explores concepts of World English (now used in the plural: "World 
Englishes") and how the use of English varieties world-wide is influencing the English language as a 
whole: now that more speakers use English as a second language than as a first language, what are 
the consequences? 

This course is recommended for anyone interested in the English language, including aspiring teachers 
of English. No linguistic knowledge is needed, but a willingness to acquire basic linguistic terminology, 
to be introduced over the semester, is welcome. 

Required Texts: 
A course reader will be provided in late August. Texts include excerpts from: 

 American Speech Vol. 86(1), 2011. Special issue on Sociophonetics and Sexuality. 
 Baron, Naomi. 2008. Always On: Language in an Online and Mobile World. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 
 Chambers, J. K. and Peter Trudgill. 1998. Dialectology. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 
 Holmes, Janet and Miriam Meyerhoff (eds.) 2003. The Handbook of Language and Gender. 

Malden, MA: Blackwell. 
 Jenkins, Jennifer. 2009. World Englishes: A Students' Guide. 2nd ed. New York: Routledge. 
 Labov, William, Sharon Ash and Charles Boberg. 2006. The Atlas of North American English: 

Phonetics, Phonology and Sound Change. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 
 Meyerhoff, Miriam. 2011. Introducing Sociolinguistics. 2nd ed. Abingdon: Routledge. 
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 World Englishes Vol. 31(4). 2012. Special issue on Autonomy and Homogeneity in Canadian 
English 

Course Requirements: 

 Midterm: 15% 
 Research paper on language practices in texting (in pairs): 35% 
 Final exam (in exam period): cumulative exam, focussing on general concepts: 35% 
 Attendance and participation (incl. discussion postings): 15% 

 

 


