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Mediatic Shakespeare 

 
Course Description: 
Shakespeare was living and writing at the confluence of three mediatic moments: the oral, whose 
cultural dominance was already receding; the scribal, which was Shakespeareâ€™s bread and butter; 
and the typographical, which proposed a radical upheaval in the world that Shakespeare knew, and his 
plays, whatever else we might say about them, are caught up in this confluence. Shakespeareâ€™s 
encounter with media raises profound historical, cultural, political and philosophical issues, and reveals 
aspects of his plays that are otherwise inaccessible. Whoever Shakespeare was, and regardless of the 
textual questions his works raise, there is absolutely no doubt that he encountered as an intrinsic 
aspect of his life and art the dynamics of the complex mediatic environment in which he lived, and to 
which, as a writer, actor and published author, he would have been acutely sensitive. 

In this course we will examine three canonical works: Othello, Hamlet, and King Lear. We will ground 
this examination in media theory as it applies to orality, script, and print, and in the historical context 
of Renaissance mediations. 

You will write three quizzes (at 20% each) and an exam (40%). 

Required Texts: 
All texts will be online (connect.ubc.ca) except for the three plays; for these we will use the widely-
available Oxford texts, which will provide you with extensive contextual information. These texts are 
available at the UBC bookstore and elsewhere: 

 Shakespeare, Hamlet, ed. G. R. Hibbard (Oxford: Oxford UP, 1987) 
 _____, King Lear, ed. Stanley Wells (Oxford: Oxford UP, 2000) 
 _____, Othello, ed. Michael Neill (Oxford: Oxford UP, 2006). 

 

 

http://connect.ubc.ca/

