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Romantic Travel 
 
Course Description: 
The Romantic (1780-1830) was a period of travel, exploration, migration, and colonization. In this 
course we will read a selection of prose, poetry, and fiction to ask how and why people traveled in this 
period. We will think about the relationship between physical movement and the "journey of the self" in 
a variety of perspectives. We will also consider such topics as tourism, ecology, history, war, poverty, 
fashion, taste, nationalism, colonialism, indigeneity, emigration, and disease. Will we read Romantic 
texts alongside geographical, political, and economic texts and think about how Romantic literature 
engages still urgent questions of social mobility and globalization. 

This section of ENGL 359 is designated Writing Intensive (WI). We will thus be using our reading of 
these travel texts to think (and write) about what it means to write "at a remove" or "at a distance." 
Most travel writing is also "contact" writing, that is, about people from the "West" encountering people 
from "elsewhere"--and vice versa--and the way those encounters mutually shape and challenge their 
ideas of culture and humanity. But what protocols are involved in writing encounter, contact, and 
culture? What can reading travel writing from the period around 1800--when modern notions of culture 
were invented--tell or teach us about the way we write academically or otherwise today? Students in 
this course can expect to do a fair amount of writing and reviewing, both in class and outside, and to 
treat their own writing as part of the class's object of study. 

Required Texts: 

 Samuel Johnson, Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland 
 Mary Wollstonecraft, Letters Written in Sweden, Norway, and Denmark 
 George Gordon, Lord Byron, Childe Harold's Pilgrimage 
 Abu Taleb Khan, Travels of Mirza Abu Taleb Khan 
 Walter Scott, Waverley 
 Mary Shelley, The Last Man 

 

 


