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2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 362: Studies in a Nineteenth-Century Genre (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. S. Bose 
Section: 003 
Term: 2 
 

Betrayals and Transgressions: Conduct and Discontent in Victorian Drama 
 
Course Description: 
The nineteenth-century theatre scene was vibrant and experimental, as Victorian playwrights struggled 
to find a specifically English voice and recover drama's status as a literary form. Negotiating the space 
between the wider public's desire for entertainment and sensation, and the intellectual's desire for high 
artistic standards and serious engagement with socio-political issues, Victorian dramatists produced 
plays that ranged from melodrama to society drama. Their reputation as inferior cultural artifacts 
distracted and continues to distract readers and audiences from the fact that they asked many of the 
same questions about human behaviour and power relationships as did more respected genres, such 
as "condition of England" novels, political treatises, legal documents, scientific research and 
philosophical essays. Yet in spite their reputation for being "bad art", Victorian popular plays paved the 
foundations for many of the standard dramatic forms and techniques of the twentieth century. This 
course will examine some essential concerns of Victorian drama, such as family betrayals and rebellious 
women within the context not only of Victorian dramatic form, but also of the codes of conduct that 
functioned as controlling mechanisms in this society. 

Required Texts: 
 (this list is subject to minor changes) 

 S. Bose. Course Package. (CSPI, 2015) 
 Oscar Wilde. The Importance of Being Earnest and Other Plays. (Penguin) 
 A.W. Pinero. The Second Mrs. Tanqueray. (Broadview) 
 Dion Boucicault. The Octoroon. (Broadview) 
 G.B. Shaw. Mrs. Warren's Profession. (Broadview) 

Course Requirements: 

 Contributions to the Class - 10% 
 Midterm - 20% 
 Group Presentations - 15% 
 Term Paper - 25% 
 Final Exam - 30% 


