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The Literature of Nineteenth-Century British Colonialism 
 
Course Description: 
In this course we will read, discuss, analyze, and write about nineteenth-century British literature 
depicting colonies and spaces of empire. We will also read theoretical texts (both older and modern) 
that think through the symbolic significance of empire as well as its devastating real-world effects. By 
the end of the nineteenth century, over 400 million people (one in five of all human beings) and one 
fourth of the surface of the Earth were governed by Great Britain. How was such massive expansion 
represented and understood by those who undertook it? What were the rhetorical strategies by which 
it was justified and maintained? How did British authors of imaginative literature contribute to and/or 
critique the endeavour of empire? The course texts will be organized around three colonized spaces: 
India, Africa, and the Caribbean. Literary works may include (this is a provisional list subject to 
change): Wilkie Collins, The Moonstone; Rudyard Kipling, Kim; Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness; 
Olive Schreiner, Story of an African Farm; Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre; and shorter pieces, essays, and 
poems by contemporary authors. We will also read a range of modern criticism and theory dealing with 
colonialism and postcolonialism, empire, and critical geography. 

Course Expectations: Students are expected to read all course materials and come to class prepared 
to be active participants. You will be divided into small study groups that will meet throughout the 
semester to discuss reading questions (given to you in advance), and will be asked to prepare short 
written reports on these meetings. You will also be invited to participate in discussion outside of class 
time through blog postings and/or a class Facebook page. Together these activities with constitute 
your participation grade (20%). You will also write a midterm exam (20%), one shorter close-reading 
essay of 4-5 pages (25%) and a longer research paper of 7-8 pages (35%). 

Please note: Students are invited to take both this course and Professor Kreisel's ENGL 364A, The 
City in Nineteenth-Century British Literature in the fall (you may take ENGL 364 with different topics, 
for credit, up to 4 times, but if you're an English major please be sure you're on track to complete 
major requirements before doing so). While either course can be taken alone, the two are conceived 
together as a year-long exploration of nineteenth-century literary geographies, and will build upon and 
explore similar theoretical themes and questions. 
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