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The Poem and The Pamphlet 
 
Course Description: 
Having by our late labours and hazards made it appear to the world at 
how high a rate we value our just freedom (...) we do now hold our selves 
bound in mutual duty to each other, to take the best care we can for the 
future, to avoid the danger of returning into a slavish condition. 
— Levellers, An Agreement of the People, 1647, as quoted in A Day When 
Nothing is Certain, Writings on the Greek Insurrection by Anonymous, 2008 

It is a strange fact that the words "our just freedom" from a 17thc English tract should have appeared 
in the Athenian public square in 2008. How does 1647 emerge in a twenty-first century denunciation of 
inequality? It does so through the curious development of protest speech and the manifesto from early 
modern revolutionary pamphlets to the literary and artistic avant-garde movements of 19th and 20thc 
global modernism. In this course we will consider the manifesto and other peculiar genres of protest 
and renewal by following a selective path through the world library of revolution from the early modern 
Diggers, Ranters and Levellers to twentieth century Surrealism and Anti-Colonial resistance and end 
with today's most incendiary texts of the recent global movements. When does a poem become a 
pamphlet? Why must a pamphlet be a poem? 

We will read critical essays, letters, and tracts alongside poems, maxims and manifestos proclaiming a 
new style in the arts or an insurrectionary politics as we track the career of avant-garde writing in its 
public spaces. Readings may include: Lewis, Loy, Tzara, Marinetti, de Andrade, Breton, Marx, Wilde, 
Solanas, Marechera, Biko and more. 

 

 


