
 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

2014 Winter Session (2014-2015 Academic Year) 
ENGL 470B: Canadian Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Phanuel Antwi 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 

Re-routing the Black Atlantic 

 
Course Description: 
In this course we will explore topics such as oral narrative, slavery, gender, sexuality, music, 
regionalism and religion across diverse forms of Black Atlantic cultural production grounded in one 
geographic location in the African Diaspora: Canada. We will begin by outlining the concept of the 
Black Atlantic and exploring some of its foundational metaphors&mdashrooting, routing, pulling, 
transfers, encounters, amalgamation, transplantation, and dislocation. We will go on to consider how 
the Black Atlantic has functioned as a heuristic device. As a heuristic device it has effectively re-
inserted blackness into the making of the modern world and, in the process, has begun to challenge 
the "ethnic absolutism" and "Americocentricity" of black culture. Of utmost importance in this course 
will be to reevaluate the privileging of certain geographical settings (America, Britain, the Caribbean, 
West Africa) in global mappings in Black Atlantic discourse. We will consider how these mappings 
absorb, obscure, or ignore Canadian geographies and black cultural productions as an integral part of 
the Black Atlantic scene. Genres to be studied include auto/biography, fiction, poetry, theatre, recorded 
performance and music. Our discussions of the Black Atlantic across these genres will be guided by the 
following questions, considered within the Canadian context: What similarities and differences exist 
across historical and contemporary representations of blackness, between self-representations and 
representations by others? How do the particularities of economies, language, and/or dialects, physical 
and social-cultural geographies inform Black Atlantic discourse? How does Canada matter in relation to 
the Black Atlantic? 

Required Texts: 

 G. Elliot Clarke, Fire in the Water: An Anthology of Black Nova Scotian Writing (Volume 1) 
 Wade Compton, Bluesprint: Black British Columbian Literature and Orature 
 Esi Edugyan, The Second Life of Samuel Tyne 
 Gale Lorena, Angélique 
 Dionne Brand, In Another Place, Not Here 
 K'naan, The Dusty Foot Philosopher 

I will periodically supplement the readings with photocopied handouts 

 

 


